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Abstract

The starting point for knowing Hermeneutics' is the renowned phenomenological principle that calls for
the need to understand human experience, On the basis of the traditional bilateral division (self and
subjectivity) The understanding of experience - as Husserl showed us - reveals a simple idea that "every
consciousness is aware of something or subject”. This seemingly simple idea was ignored or dropped by
the theory of traditional knowledge Has destroyed itself in fruitless arguments towards (self and
subjectivity).The idea simply means that the world of things or subjects is not the creation of our
consciousness or our perceptions, nor is our consciousness created by this world: consciousness and the
world exist simultaneously, Not one of them from the creation of the other, consciousness is only a
direction towards the world of things or topics aimed at approaching them and try to identify them and
understand it through our experience, Do not acquire or possess it and subject it to our perceptions that
can obscure us from it. Although this task of understanding lies with each of us, the spirit of true

philosophy can help us for understanding.

Hermeneutics came to the culmination of effort in the Husserl's Phenomenology in replacing the science
curricula in the human sciences with a deeper and more comprehensive knowledge approach that stems
from self-understanding, So if we distinguish between Hermeneutics and knowledge theory, there is no
reason to imagine that people find it very difficult to understand that things simply exist And that
Hermeneutics is necessary because people are the ones who addressed, not things, Hermeneutics seeks
the self on which the process of knowledge is based needs to prove the existence of its subjects in terms
of what is through the perception of the phenomenon in its entirety through thought, and thought, says
Heidegger: "The relationship between existence and Quiddity, In the bosom of the trilogy of thought-
existence-and Quiddity, is the creation of a phenomenological floor for the consciousness of objects so as

not to let illusion leach into the self.

Keywords: Phenomenology, hermeneutics (interpretation), understanding and meaning,

the philosophical method.
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Abstract

This research aims at the hermeneutic position of the basic ontology of Heidegger | and the beginnings of
the transition from hermeneutics as a sentimental characteristic in the lectures of 1923 and even the text
of Being and Time 1927. The category of understanding, with its anticipatory and existential connotations,
without neglecting the general trend of the Heideggerian reading of the history of philosophy through
hermeneutics, was important. Hermeneutics with Heidegger took a course that transcends the conceptual
dimension of various knowledges. Understanding is no longer a method of knowledge, but rather it is an

authentic aspect of being. Heidegger seeks to raise the hermeneutic bet and raise it to the level of an
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ontological position tainted by a phenomenological vision that appeals to what is ontologically existential.
Heidegger, while constructing his view of understanding, as well as his view of the relationship between
understanding and interpretation, or clarification and numeracy, does not present the reader with a purely
hermeneutic view. Rather, it provides us with an important lesson in the hermeneutic structure, the lesson
that carries the meaning of the interpretation of the interpreter himself. The research traces a set of
interpretive possibilities for the category of understanding in the Heideggeric significance within what can
be called the nature of understanding in terms of what is acquired before and from where it is possible to
be, and then distinguish between authentic understanding ( Gigentliches) and inauthentic understanding

(Uneigentliches).

The hermeneutic exploration that Heidegger practiced in his kinetic reading of Greek philosophy provides
the greatest witness to the intentional formulation of the understanding position towards the entire

history of philosophy from Parmenides to Nietzsche.

Keywords: hermeneutics, interpretation, being, understanding, haidegger.
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Abstract

The study of the subject of interpretation and research in its complex cognitive aspects is related to the
amount of studies that | have taken seriously. Interpretation, through its stages of verification, was against
the experimental sciences, and it continued to pose major problems at the level of religious and creative
discourses. If we consider hermeneutics as a remedy for the estrangement between the text and the world,
and its effect is through the self, then it is inevitably an "existential possibility,” as Shawqi Al-Zein
mentioned, or it is what provides the possibility for the text, discourse, the world and the human vision.
He has proven thatitis an entity by power and action, to prove its existence as it has been accompanying
man since his existence. Isn't hermeneutics a unique human feature? Wasn't it a fertile ground saturated
with symbols, ideas and knowledge, trying to lure it even for a while? Research poses a major problem.
How integral is understanding and interpret.

Key words: Hermeneutics, Understanding, Interpretation, Hermeneutics, Structuralism, Semioftics,

Passions, Self. Ricoeur, Griemas
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“Cet entretien devenu introuvable a été republié par Esprit dans son numéro consacré a Claude Levi Strauss, en
janvier 2004. C’est avec leur autorisation que nous le mettons ici a la disposition des lecteurs du site Fonds
Ricoeur(Autour de la Pensée sauvage. Réponses a quelques questions, Entretien du « groupe

philosophique »d’Esprit avec Claude Lévi-Strauss (novembre 1963).
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Sommaire

Dans les plis de cette ceuvre, nous connaitrons le « texte », en termes d'existence possible, parce qu'il utilise
toujours et constamment la possibilité d'une interprétation permanente. Ce qui peut donner du poids a

I'idée du rapport direct entre la volonté de dire de l'opérateur et I'écriture, c'est la fonction de lecture. La

(58 (259
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relation entre un texte et un autre est générée dans le monde dont nous parlons. Le voile du monde peut
étre complet, alors nous disons que ce monde est un fantasme. Par conséquent, nous devons commencer
par expliquer comment I'homme établit une dialectique et une synthése importantes, qui servent de pont
entre le temps cosmique et le temps psychologique vécu dans sa plus grande expérience, celle ot il
reformule son monde dans un conte qu'il raconte. Ainsi, nous remarquerons que le champ de la pensée a
connu un mouvement intense dans lequel I'écriture dans ses mondes, son style et ses visions s'est
transformée en une sorte de grand dépositaire des réves et des douleurs des peuples, de leurs déceptions
et de leurs illusions. « I'art d'écrire » ne constitue plus un horizon fixe, selon la formule brillante de
Blanchot. En disant cela, nous visons a attirer l'attention sur ce que les « penseurs » avaient remarqué,
d'une maniére qui aide a éclairer ses nombreuses ambiguités et a en reprendre les significations et les
connotations, qui sont abondantes, depuis « Lukacs » et « Benjamin »: le l'importance du tournant littéraire
de la pensée contemporaine. Ils étaient guidés par ce qui les ferait prendre comme champ symbolique
pour la naissance d'expériences d'un nouveau sens capable de sauver le monde de la chute. Blanchot
évoque ici la catastrophe: la catastrophe de West Central. Confusément, la brutalité du crime tire toute sa
laideur du fait qu'il a été perpétré par I'Etat lui-méme. L'extrémisme de I'inhumain correspond ici a ce que
Jan Napier appelait fort justement: I'expression de l'injustifiable, ce qui transcende les normes négatives,
ce qu'il appelait autrefois Ricceur: le terrifiant, il s'agit ici du caractere inconnu du mal: Comment pouvons-

nous recevoir |'extraordinaire avec les moyens ordinaires de la compréhension historique?

Mots clés: Ecriture, texte, lecture, catastrophe, interpretation, autre, mal
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« Le monde apparait non plus comme habitable mais comme dépeuplé »?%2

Edward Said, Réflexions sur ’exil, Actes Sud, 2008, p 703. (Theodore Adorno).?*®

79



ialgdly ¥ LY g salall
1975 9 ‘w‘)hﬁ ‘L)AJ?J.A wu! ‘M)_é_” [ 4.4).’?-)3 s;b’.’;-i 3 ‘J.E_:J\ ﬁ.ﬂa.‘z'" Auﬁgjj @5_7- -
.2004
2014 uyle 22 Cldadly aaall 3ol caze coagmoma -
AL g il aill Jolam "ellie Jlanial e Ty 13y dies 13990 1353l 3 Emlis cellio oz Lisaaa -
2011
-Zt.ﬁél.é_ﬁl _u?lbjl Jb ‘Ejjﬂb).iiu m.u.” O‘.‘ ‘Qﬁﬁzﬂb u&.&-wm‘j Oal_'xl\ ‘J.:j‘Lﬂ| Lawdd “5?-_25 GM‘ -
Ll (old 9 ?wjlu 2&.5.\).«.” Aol cL.;LA.;) [l es &J.ajj SEV-AL 3\.@:-)3 ‘)-"'K L«..:.r. AR ¢J5.3 4)55..9 -
2005 jadgi « JsY!
2L Ladl )|._\_” 9 Ay L.,s).d\ L?LE_’U‘ )S)_U ‘Q._».JJ‘ oz Gl 3..«.>JJ cellastl QLAJ:X\ «5..\‘):2” ER ML) ‘)511) -
2008

.2009

(29 — slandbladl (padl B S ild) dpa By gl (asley allazed) « ool & ylas ¢ 565, -
2006 A5l dadall

‘?Iajjl )S)il (H9TERY g\.ul.m 85 ‘g))xj‘ “9}5_3i ZKA})S «}Ia.m)b ujja)iﬂi 6..\.‘ ).Aj_'x_”j ZLL.mLLb Aj:;j.“ 6)35.1) -
Amalad Bl IS "§yg0l A" Anal 3 "5sSy" slall ops ¥l (3 s LSl 1iag =) 22012 ¢ uigT dazmAll
(1954/1953

2013 Q.«J}S &A},LU @Ia}n )SJ.U HgxR Leseo 3L¢:>)3 43.5.‘?.3;&." ‘3 L'b.fal_xaj -9 4)51:) -
- Anne Fagot et Geneviéve Délais « Les Droits de I'embryon « Revue de métaphasique et de moralen 3 1987
- Bernard Stevens, le soi agissant et [étre comme acte, Revue philosophigue de Louvai, Nov. . 1990

-Blanchot, M, L'écriture du désastre, Paris, Gallimard, 1980.

- Blanchot, M, les questions de I'écriture, éd, Gallimard, Paris, 1971.

80



- Edward Said, Réflexions sur I'exil, Actes Sud, 2008, p 703. (Theodore Adorno)
- Fabienne Bougere , Mrs Dallaway ou le temps de la littérature , Esprit, %, Mars , Avril , 2006

- Gadamer, Hans Georg, vérité er méthode: les grandes lignes d'une herméneutique philosophique,

Paris, Ed du Seuil, 1976

- Hans Jonas, /e principe de responsabilité, Trad. Jean Greisch, Flammarion, Paris 1998.

- Jean Greisch, Paul . Ricceur, L 7tinérance du Sens, éd Jér6me Million 2001

- Luc Paraydt, Paul. Ricceur, L avenir de la mémoire , Etudes, Fev, 1993.

- Martha Craven Nussbaum, 7he Fragility of Goodness, Luck and Ethics in Greek Tragedy and Philosophy
(Cambridge, MA ; New York: Cambridge University Press 1986

- Marguerite, Duras, Ecrire, Gallimard, Folio, Paris, 1993.

- Pierre Gisel , /e conflit des interprétations , Esprit 1990

- Peter Kemp, Fthigue et médecine (Paris Tierce et médecine 1987)

- Anne Fagot et Geneviéve Délais « Les Droits de ['embryon « Revue de métaphysique et de moralen 3 1987

- Ricceur (Paul), Temps er récir(1983-1985)

- Tome . L'intrigue et le récit historigue, Paris, Seuil, coll. «<L'Ordre philosophique», 1983; réédition, coll.

«Points Essais», 1991, p17.

- Tome Il. La Configuration du temps dans le récit de fiction, Paris, Seuil, coll. <L'Ordre philosophique»,

1984; réédition, coll. «<Points Essais», 19911

- Tome lll. Le Temps raconté, Paris, Seuil, coll. «<L'Ordre philosophique», 1985; réédition, coll. «Points

Essais», 1991.

-- Ricceur (Paul), Soi-méme comme un autre, Paris, Seduil, coll. <L'Ordre philosophique», 1990; réédition,

coll. «Points Essais», 1996
- Ricceur (Paul), La Mémoire, I'histoire, ['oubli (Seuil, 2000).
- Ricceur (Paul), Philosophie de la volonté (1950-1960)
-tome 1: Le volontaire et l'involontaire, Paris, Aubier, 1950; réédité en 1988

- tome2:  Finitude et  Culpabilité. . L'homme  faillible,  Paris, Aubier, 1960

- tome 3: Finitude et Culpabilité. Il. La symboligue du mal, Paris, Aubier, 1960.

- Les tomes 2 et 3 de I'édition originale ont été regroupés dans un seul tome, lors de la réédition de 1988:
Finitude et Culpabilité.
- Th. Adorno, Minima Moralia, tr, fr, Paris, 1980/ M.Horkheimer, Eclipse de la raison,tr,fr, Paris, 1974/

81



i (g Jaglidl (489 audly 4 LS|

Writing in Blood and the Art of Hermeneutics for Nietzsche.

294‘2,.)5.,».\.1! NPEA

sadele
gk W31 gl LIS oo (I - 4l e - "aull USI" e ¢ gall Taglud J) UL Lz § s
Aaalall Apaggll gt Bledly oYL Laudall WMle dady sumis aipdlid| FLui¥l gyls alanl
T Ly A" Laps IS (halall BUST otz o8 § 15 GusSHl Gally 2 By
& e g LS Iojiiis 39215 Bendl g i Ldumss "S5l 8351 " LiSymas "8yl Loslsly
gl of Jaglid oo Goplall 3 e & Lige Belyall (al upda pout3 pojly (gvads yuus 59 iy B¢,
S Loe g Belydlly LUSI ralls oo Abigli do Gigus e Babasg liade dle 9o Go-diid]

aanll Jigls ¥ Luo¥l JECAYT 3591 diog 85all Bly) 909 (il

Abstract

In this article, we seek to shed light on Nietzsche's "writing in blood", through which a new horizon
of philosophizing emerges outside metaphysical forms, in which philosophy's relationship to pain and life
is determined. Writing her ink is "blood”, her gender is "metaphor”, her style is "fragment” and her drive is
“the will to power" as an artin understanding life and existence. Vital writing requires a difficulty in reading
and understanding, a difficulty that requires a new contemplation of the art of reading to help it pave the
way towards interpretation. The Nietzschean exclusion is an articulate and dangerous sign of the
occurrence of an interpretive formula for the phenomena of writing and reading, which resulted in a new

form, which is the will to power as the original problematic horizon for any interpretation of truth .

Key words: writing in blood, reading, interpretation, the will to power, life, truth
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Abstract

The Pragmatism has represented part of the mutation that emerged at the beginning of the twentieth
century and included both sociopolitical and cultural aspects. Then the new pragmatism revived by
Richard Rorty appeared; to give a post modernity reproduction of the classic pragmatic intellect and
resituate language within the meaning of the ever-changing temporary context; which made language

maintain its vital existence in the philosophic research; even if in a different manner.

This paper reviews the inherent relationship between both Linguistic philosophy and
hermeneutics philosophy amongst the new pragmatists, in an attempt to answer some questions related
to the nature of relation between language and hermeneutics; where do they meet? Where do they
separate? Is it an inherence relation or a conditional one that is determined by historical or social limits? It

is a theoretical relationship or usage ?
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Answers to all these questions come in four axes; whereas the first discusses relationship between
language and hermeneutics, the second reviews the historical path that ended up with having the
pragmatic doctrine, while the third focuses on the difference between the classic pragmatism and the new
one, and the last axis handles the relationship between language and hermeneutics amongst the new

pragmatists, through the philosophicideas of Rorty .

Keywords: Linguistic philosophy, hermeneutics, Pragmatism.
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Abstract

Modernity is neither an occasional problem in Negri’s thinking, nor is it a form of formal in discutions of
philosophy that is surrounded by an obsession by endings, including their own end. Rather, the interest
in this problem is due to the requirements of genealogic research, on the one hand, digging into the layers
of modernity, a diagnosis of its power, a criticism of its trends and undertaking the constitution of
alternatives to its disastrous paths that still resonate in our times today.

In a nutshell: this article is an attemp to understand Altermodernity and ways of constitution it in the
pkilosophy of Antonio Negri, based on the criticism of the illusion of occidental modernity and the
allegations of postmodernity.

Keywords: Modernity, Antimodernity, Altermodernity, Criticism, Genealogy, Phenomenology, Liberty,

Existence, Power, Resistance.
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Antonio Negri , Le pouvoir constituant. Essai sur les alternatives de la modernité, traduit de I'italien par - 424
Etienne Balibar et Francois Matheron, ,( Paris: PUF, 1997), p. 426.

i@l 120 8 (g a0 J sy - 42

" La modernité a été traversée par deux lignes de pensée, qui correspondaient a deux conceptions opposées de

1"Etat, de 1"obéissance et de la définition de la souveraineté. La premiere est la ligne qui, de Hobbes, passe par

Rousseau et arrive a Hegel, c’est-a-dire celle qui considere la souveraineté, le pouvoir et la possibilité de

cohabitation des hommes au sein de la société comme 1"effet d un ordre ancré dans la transcendance. La seconde

ligne, qui va au contraire de Machiavel a Spinoza et a Marx, pense au contraire le pouvoir et la souveraineté

comme des produits de 1’expérience et de 1"association des hommes. La premiére dans son affirmation radicale

de transcendance, établit le pouvoir comme une unité: la souveraineté est "un dieu sur terre”; la seconde, considére

la souveraineté comme un processus de constitution toujours plus ouvert et efficace pour la liberté de chacun. ”

Antonio Negri, Traversées de I'Empire,traduit de I’italien et annoté par Judith Revel,(Paris: L’Herne, 2011), p 78-

79.
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.19Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri, Commonwealth, p. 1
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” Nous pouvons ici apprécier toute I'importance de I'affirmation de Foucault selon laquelle le pouvoir ne s'exerce

que sur des sujets libre. Leur liberté précéde I'exercice du pouvoir et leur résistance n'est que I'effort pour étendre

et renforcer cette liberté. Dans ce contexte, le réve d'un dehors, d'un support a la résistance qui soit extérieur, en

.19dehors, est a la fois vain et cause d'affaiblissement. ” Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri, Commonwealth, p. 1

Antonio Negri, " Est-il possible d'étre communiste sans Marx ? ”, traduit de I'italien par Jacques Bidet, Actuel - 43
Marx, communisme, n°48, (Paris: PUF, 2010), p.51.
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par Nicolas Guilhot, ( Paris: 10/18, 2006 ), note 4, p. 403 .
bl 13 2g ) 85k (s s) s 0 A 5 <1976 Al (i) 8 (50 gl sSU (8 il (g5 cgainal) 8 BB g ¢ S 58 i - 436
) 61 U= ¢( 2003
AR siall Al pull) Aal gall Sss Lm0 " int (g Rl gal) " 5led aal s il gen S Alall Jlaie 8 (2015-1944) el Gali - 47
435 1986 diw polall Bausa Lilaa gad 15 hlial) aaiae 4S8 Addal jiags Jlaliall g Al 3 Alad) (5 8 (5 S 4t g jlal
o daa hlaaly el 3V aS1 55 alaly aa o) Al jluad G iy jal) A3aal) Auulu) Aad) ) culie 3 38 5 Sl 13 136
Cyaall Gl 5 dasalia citia g claiS) 8 @Bl G ) Gl el s (JaiS ol ¢ 5 e Alasdl G iiay 31 Gula sl 8 )83 ae Jlass
G Adlie Sloa) yind e o 85 40 Alaa K35 4oy 5 sl Coang Lad e Sy SN 1 sallly Cusnll (e g i oa Alaad) am L e
L) 5 am L 3 slai Al (i U8 ol &laad) G iny Laa da il A sall ) QL) 3680 A80aad) W sl (o dmy alladl 3501 ) Qi)
A Clea ) sail) oda Zlasdl a1z Ja W OIS 3 celaia¥) usl) G o 4Ddad iy s Alalall L) 385 50 Cuanl daay 4
Badaial) Llaadly da s 2 Aladl SV o b 4sauls J5%
clllaall daglie Lo oy de e o S § 5 dgalill < S A aad S i) Sl sl 58 (1920) cubasla ¢ g - 438
& il 13¢5 jualae il Jle cililaaldl o3a i (s 5 ¢ e aaslll o 58l 8 Apuaile s 1) Alaall Coslaiall o ol A% 5 5 W iy Al Ailaadl 45 L)l
ol A wil) (5 ) i 5 aliall (s jla Jlae | (28U ASaudIS Lgiapa 8 i Ul A0l CaliiuY saga ) 85 Allend) Zilaadl (4
Jandl o sgda G e ool ZUEY) ladl (o AV o8 & jlmall ailll aumds Jelall Jlae 3 L)y eadslaliy g Gulill 43y Lo Jaid a
G slaty Jadll o sgde G s 3 ASlall 5 Al s ) Linday 38 o) oS Hlad) &l i) e asiall Jaall o seie O @lld (il
sy i) Ledasaa s 430 (g g g pall 5 A G el 5 @l sl 3L 5 8 guaall g Je il Cam ¢ siall 5 Luadll 3891 pas 3
Aga¥) Al o ddal i) Al adde (Ul Ll i e e 5 Sl ) g s 14038 Cpamesi il Bland) ay e (5 Raa s giod Jlec
Andiall 5 cnl sl 3R] e adaili AN 5 A5 ja) Ledaa s ) el s
JleSial 5 @laall (e plaall s aal s Wlaa (8 de 3ite <l gualy e (lad ) 53305l B3l 5 g 5 (0 L s uba gl ysing o A il
L) s
SV e g A gighall L Ja as) ) AS i) ALK Ay s s a1 gl g A8 Gn @ iiall G Jead) sa Gl gla S - 439
(SR 5 55lsd o Caman A5 A8l gy )l A Bl A el U SY a5 18 5 e e sS (e ST Slae il aildga

118



el i, 1Y A6l Blasdl Jud (e eealie 448 Jius ale b Y sadasll lusl mllame Jhety ¥ (640 O
2o Bagad (61 2485 Y LGS claglael caablasy (Llsiol wialad Gl cblazll sded «olan LI &ilazlly
Y Slawdall odd Ll Zadadlly (s Lelucogo (iany cdlls (&) c¥3lly Layl3) ok Leld @lasedl talea
Lebuiigo e Leolos edats lI5o L ILeStuls &8l snll apotons 775 Jy il 331 3laad¥ S 1 o yinn (yaiiats
&ls G allowl,l Biasdl (2alid ¥ (29 Aaglall § Y ol § 35 8olaill Bl sdag Ml Sy 2ozl
Lole a1 Al sl pss Soan U Jaas ¥ LEL Izl sl Sl JIKAY1 (e cudal
roliald 10> a5 LG Loy Badazll &lal (pe 2eal AST dagdad osiad @l day Lo (L3 cll3 ey il
,uu.uj 2 R wal Wldiwl B3 2085 gJ\ Llazl day Lo abylas calusee " 8 &lusl) 2yag2]l
"ol T aesd e IS (Kad Yy Aaglaall Lsd AV el ¥ 513 mllasall (80 Byumlall Apelorzy]
I 44lie g9, of e2lme (glai cadge ) sid Jj‘zﬂ a3 Alasd § Bl day Lo pgein oo @ 4081l
¥y sy slaallS Adlamg 208 Joam § Lad Lo judy (il izl OS] S iy &1 Ay gl
of oSay cnpdad) Gpall Bl @ LSy Sals S lag 4dds Aaudd 9 Suzg Lo oleye 5,50kl HISEYI olag
585 @l cdaded Bsuidl aay Lo Slehall oo slail 4595 @ilusdl amll cntiuss of O s3 Grd pe Fad
Bl s J) sy s ula Abiols 3 oylus azm G 45 5illy cdilinsybs pgiall 48> s e Loloal
Jadly Ll ke Dlely 2dgadd) aleill uas Js> pgxs Larezr 181,01y @l il sdag Susde duasd
3l Lpgaiine e Unge dandll Aueyd oo Jlgo JI ] Al iay Lo 1o S5t « 6801 LSty closyadl
Al G Jed Wy day W e, 2 Joo ol sladl Juzdly Lo JSCA] )

=Ll g, cnld (1 Ay ol Aagloall Aeal e STl Ladls Al iy Lo pagde (§pdS iamiun (i
zl¥l oYy ¢ gun 3 ¥l e malais Sale) (golmid¥l Jaxdl 3 pelarn¥) Joanl (o iSOl § Bupis
sda Bes JIAS| (Sady Alyall 481U cilonilSan 5959 «Aagall Balewdl Jodl ¢ quleaedl Jamll 35 ' 3L
a2 L of Liaady Uylasl (0 Lo ™ 5858 861,8 siimy 589 5el9s Uiz Lol (&1 ISl l/aliwdll § 3ol
Slelyiall 5] Jsally s LSV adatad ¥t o gll Liioglia calyuad (2 Loy Lz lse 3o Gl Lalidl (2 e Spsll
s Adloaal ) ol aes W1 €7 By 213 2 L) T § Ay Ly (STg5 Lidady S Lt ul3 ad @ il
O8I YT« ozl J3oi Led (hiams B0 US G Thoglie 830 Lt Bt <l s dardl Ll § aBsie e "1
28 Uyl Ll (&9 Lrluolially 15 CMas) 4S5 cllia

Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri, Commonwealth, p. 161. - 440
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" Nous sommes conscients que la notion de " travail immatériel ” est extrémement ambigué. Il serait plus juste
d’appeler cette nouvelle forme hégémonique le " travail biopolitique ” , ¢c’est-a-dire un travail qui ne produit pas
seulement des objets matériels mais des relations et de la vie sociale ". Negri, Traversées de I'Empire, p. 55.

e g A ) Al AN e ALy s o g ga (8 ile Slae 4alii) 8 R aleD) Jaad) G dndiall g QLS <3 8 Ky
A9l atac |8

Gilles Deleuze , Foucault, ( Paris: Minuit, 2004 ), p. 123. - 4%

119



Lol oely calasedl aas oSy ¥ 4T chol i (gpid s mole Gaudd Lo Jliddl dxsls pe Al sia (S5 o
G Bzl dalndl JCaT e |giat, @ Slte &ladl ay Lo 31533 oz Ly Alalzdl ¥ as medl Liga of
Al Balead! JATy pogidll) (ol 7 Ll cnslgbs £yt dudilh wgienld codsg Alumdl Al lu e >
Loy o oyl (e Sy Lagpa Ll Lauie | 61 ¥ calasdl ny Lo Lzpmst () Aailailly (6505 d1el wdyg o
Aozl aay Lo quiese Ol 69 - Fonyll) cdmil) ao e 6T olosll & gt s (e p5dsg (g s o IS Jud 4
SRl e il 585 el AL Sall allaty LT eayiolad sl (ualilly Lpllasey cnmeilly
53389 By 30 lal,all T 1555058 0l 9 ¢y Alnluall Byuze! JISEY Az lga 3 Jaall 32xe (hog 5l elazel
@9 @zl Sl glaill g 3 Aage HUT clie Llasdl day Lo wbylas O mumse Halalidl sia doglas e
Ligdag Lmale Al bl ) edd sy L&D alad] gadanl) JSad Ll llall Gaall plugs (b
) s Lo dayl oladdl ) Lasgis sy #5lyaill s By pabud]] day $yi eanen U (4S5,4
BelasS al 5all ailiasdly Slowdl (e 1ol Lalud 3] Yormg oyl 2810l 1ia Kid Cag)ls e aBend
Eyanll ) Al day b glane Jiosn o 3 G @rad Cliing Aalill caie oo ) goyde ok e Jof
el JSCadl ] iy oy cpodl Auadl guadl dpass sl ablun S 0@ Y ceaudl goibge (e zoudg
sl e e cdnlly Legarle (@ saelall ol dAblidl cold ual " (uewody Gsd lmd gl dalil)
b gy calsidin il Ogaimy Gpylaill + W5 (L8 1Sy Y el did oty ) pozed! Sy BleaI
8yallaS Blaxll Osliat; péld (Aalall Glisly lobadl ) 7yl xSatll e 5yud o9 plad mil oy #7500
s aie AT ASTa> day W 65,0 e &) . cnalato coylmes of (aielas oo 2 ike 8,allaS Y Aileiog Alslate
MY edais § Jo¥! S, ) 4k oo 90 z oYl el @Eoetll lato diimy Aloedl oSl Az lsa
Slamiul 3 63, sda Laudl (goll allas § @MY sda alal (> 20l) dslazt JI ¥y wlisylas @
Lebolas a0 oo (29 Aol Leo cdians) G Ll US Cawdd (8Mzs¥l 538 b (oge bugie wlsls
AISa) § 2lanlly Cadsd 2l Le¥I5is s lusdl JSaT alge (e 2aSTe Jlas LELs Gy 29, dalidms
ST Galy T el o Llad s caaliaed! § Jland) Al mdd (udl Lajgas danlll colaads Clels ¢ 5819l 4l

4313 Al aay Lo (3laie e ¥) el ¥ ALl
Lz slgats] G Lol sslo of 0,58 (pe Soluglall solall ual Biginew cre dlrg Led Laua> (audd Sass (Syid
pllly S5eilly waidl 795 s AwSHUT i (1Sile e dyg Lag izl Al Lappdlie die Siy9 Jy Gou]!

3 ALY AEDaS s3liaall Ailaall g Ailaall ( A8l Leglias 8 cpllad (g il Hlad 3 LSS ) (A jaslS j98 5 gd 8l I 5 L) - 443
il il A e DAY Lpmny s e ) LSl s 3 3UIS (5 il 03 iand c3limall Aaall (5 58 G el ade b Cabaias Laghila
LI G i e 48 ja TaaS Y (2l Ca S € iiLal) 48301 Jals s3lcaal) A51aad) S (Gl ¢ e ¥ iy a JIS3L Leiga) sa 3aludl
) bty Al LBl Gl e sSae Al 1S 555 15 i lany ol Leg i Lo 138 5 A83all 22

Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri, Commonwealth, p. 161.

« Le terme "postmodernité” est ambigu puisque avant tout négatif et centré sur ce qui s’achéve. En effet, de - *
nombreux auteurs qui se revendiquent du concept de postmodernité peuvent étre rattachés aux traditions de la
"pensée négative” et/ou aux philosophies de la krisis. Ces dernieres se concentrent sur le destin destructeur des
lumiéres et I'impuissance de la raison face aux nouvelles figures du pouvoir. Mais bien qu’elles protestent avec
force contre la raison et dénoncent son incapacité a réagir face a la crise, elles ne comprennent pas que les
subjectivités existantes sont capables de résister a ce pouvoir et de se battre pour la libération ». Hardt
(Michael) & Negri (Antonio), Commonwealth, p. 160-161.
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Antonio Negri, Fabrique de porcelaine, pour une nouvelle grammaire du politique, traduit de Ditalien par - 40
Judith Revel, ( Paris: Stock, 2006 ), p. 132. .

Michael Hardt , ” Croire a la puissance de 'humanité ”, Conjonctures, n°® 35,( Paris: 2002 ), p. 30. - *°
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Abstract

This research paper aims to highlight the field of post colonialism studies through the work of the writer,
criticand political thinker Edward Said (2003-1935), and to illustrate the most important of its major theses.
To achieve this goal, we chose to deal with Said's project from five angles, covering its mostimportant works
and its effects: his critique of colonial culture, the concept of resitor criticism, Said’s view of orientalism, and

finally the image of the East, as created by the West.
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Max Weber's Political Ethics of Responsibility and the Limits of Science

Manuel Knoll7%®

I- Max Weber’s understanding of politics and the struggle of opposing values

About 100 years ago, during the summer of 1919, Max Weber published a talk he had given in Munich
during the preceding revolutionary winter that followed the end of World War 1.7#’ The talk was titled
“Politik als Beruf”. To render the two meanings of the German “Beruf,” his title was translated as “The
Profession and Vocation of Politics.”’* Weber is maybe best known as one of the founders of sociology
and for his (economic) sociology of religion. However, he was also a philosopher, a historian, a political
economist, and a jurist. And his talk on politics in Munich was not just an “occasional job,” but was based
on a considerable number of political writings, which he mostly penned during World War ].749

Max Weber’s understanding of politics follows the realist tradition that goes back to Thucydides and some
of the Greek sophists‘750 One feature of this tradition, to which also Niccolo Machiavelli belongs, is a sober
and realistic view of political reality, the human being, and its moral defects.”" It rejects “ideal theory” and
considers only pure factuality. According to political realism, power is the central category both in politics
and for an understanding of the “political.””>* For Weber, politics means “striving for a share of power or

for influence on the distribution of power, whether it be between states or between the groups of people

74¢professor of Political Theory and Philosophy at Turkish-German University.
In 1917, Weber was an invited speaker in a lecture series organized by a student association called “Miinchner "4
Freistudentischer Bund.” Before his talk on politics, he had given in the same series a talk on “The Profession and
Vocation of Science” (Wissenschaft als Beruf). For this title cf. footnote 2.
Max Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” in Weber. Political Writings, ed. Peter Lassmann, and 748
Ronald Speirs (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1994). In the previous rendering by H.H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills, this title was translated as “Politics as a
Vocation”. Similarly, Gerth and Mills translated Weber’s earlier talk as “Science as a Vocation”; both in From
Max Weber. Essays in Sociology. Trans. and ed. H.H. Gerth, and C. Wright Mills, Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1946, 77-156. Both traditional renderings do not do justice to the fact that the German “Beruf” means both
“vocation” and “profession”.
Most of these writing are translated into English and published in the 400 page volume Weber. Political 7*°
Writings. The German edition of his political writings contains 600 pages; Max Weber, Gesammelte Politische
Schriften, ed. Johannes Winckelmann (UTB flr Wissenschaft/Uni-Taschenbiicher 1491; Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr
/ Siebeck, 1988, 5th ed.). For the historical background of Weber’s talk see Kari Palonen, Eine Lobrede fir Politik.
Ein Kommentar zu Max Webers “Politik als Beruf” (Opladen: Leske and Buderich, 2002), 112.
In the volume Roots of Realism, which is devoted to different aspects of realism in international politics, three 7>°
articles are devoted to Thucydides and one to the sophists; The Roots of Realism, ed. Benjamin Frankel (Cass
Series for Security Studies Book 1; London/Portland: Routledge, 1996).
Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 360. According to a contemporary political science ">
textbook, Machiavelli and Weber are the main representatives of a realist conception of politics; Dirk Berg-
Schlosser, and Theo Stammen, Einfiihrung in die Politikwissenschaft (Munich: Beck, 1995), 25-26.
Cf. Berg-Schlosser, and Stammen, Einfiinrung in die Politikwissenschaft, 25-26.7%2
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contained within a single state.””>? He states that “all politics is essentially struggle.””>* According to
Weber, the political struggle is part of a bigger and more fundamental fight. This is the constant struggle
of opposing values and ideals. As early as 1904, Weber states that one “must recognize” that “the highest
ideals, which move us most forcefully, are always effective only in the struggle with other ideals which are
just as sacred to others as ours are to us.””> In 1917, he puts his theory of value conflict even more
dramatically, “Itis really a question not only of alternatives between values but of an irreconcilable death-
struggle, like that between ‘God" and the ‘Devil’. Between these, neither relativization nor compromise is
possible. Atleast notinthetrue sense [demSinn nach nicht].””>® One main aim of politics is, for Weber,
to fight out this struggle of antinomic values and ideals.

Weber holds the pluralism and struggle of opposing values to be a characteristic feature of modernity. This
struggle was halted in Europe for centuries through the unchallenged prevalence of Christianity, which
brought about cultural unity. However, after the demise of the Christian world view, it broke out again.757
For Weber, it is a “fundamental fact” that modern man “is destined to live in a godless and prophetless
time.””>® This diagnosis is a reformulation of Nietzsche’s famous statement “God is dead,” which means
“that the belief in the Christian God has become unbelievable.””>® Weber accepts Nietzsche’s diagnosis,
but not his “prophecy” of the “Ubermensch.” Nevertheless, the first thesis of this article claims that Weber's
theory of a clash of irreconcilable values goes back to Nietzsche. Although the Kantian or neo-Kantian
influence on Weber's methodology cannot be denied, it is often overstated in the literature, which

frequently neglects Nietzsche’s importance for his thought.”®

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 310. After reviewing the publications of historians, political 7>
scientists, and sociologists on Weber’s reflections on politics, Hans Henrik Bruun states that their “results have
been roughly the same: conflict and power are, in Weber’s view, the fundamental conditions of political activity”;
Hans Henrik Bruun, Science, Values and Politics in Max Weber’s Methodology (New Expanded Edition,
Rethinking Classical Sociology, Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007), 239.

Max Weber, “Parliament and Government in Germany under a New Political Order,” in Weber. Political 7>
Writings, 219. For the political context of Weber’s time, for his nationalism and the “imperialist power-state he
desired” see Stephen P. Turner, and Regis A. Factor, Max Weber and the Dispute over Reason and Value: A Study
in Philosophy, Ethics, and Politics (London: Routledge, 1984), 10, 7-29.

Max Weber, “‘Objectivity’ in Social Science and Social Policy,” in Max Weber, The Methodology of the 7°
Social Sciences, 57; trans. slightly changed by M.K.

Max Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” in Max Weber, The 7%
Methodology of the Social Sciences. Trans. and ed. Edward Shills and Henry Finch (lllinois: The Free Press of
Glencoe, 1949), 17-18; emphasis through letter-spacing by Weber in the German original. All German words in
the translations of Weber’s writings are inserted by M.K. In section 2 of his article, Kenneth Westphal argues that,
strictly speaking, “values do not clash,” but only people who pursue what they value; Kenneth R. Westphal,
“Cosmopolitanism without Commensurability: Why Incommensurable Values are Worthless,” Jahrbuch fr
Recht und Ethik 27, 2019, 244. However, neither Nietzsche nor Weber make such subtle distinctions.

Max Weber, “Science as Vocation,” in From Max Weber. Essays in Sociology, 148-149. 77

Weber, “Science as Vocation,” 153.7%8

Friedrich Nietzsche, The Gay Science, trans. J. Nauckhoff (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political 7>
Thought; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), 111 125, V 343; 119-120, 199.

Weber does refer several times to Heinrich Rickert and his term “value relation” (Wertbeziehung); Weber, 7%
“‘Objectivity’ in Social Science and Social Policy,” 7677, 81, and Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical
Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 21-22; cf. Bruun, Science, Values and Politics in Max Weber’s
Methodology, 20-21. Interpreters who claim a strong Kantian or neo-Kantian influence on Weber are Agathe
Bienfait, Freiheit, Verantwortung, Solidaritéat. Zur Rekonstruktion des politischen Liberalismus (Frankfurt am
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Maybe the most important part of Weber’s “The Profession and Vocation of Politics” is his discussion of
the relation of politics and ethics. Weber refuses both the interpretation that they are unrelated and the
view that one single approach to ethics is able to regulate all spheres of human conduct.”®" Weber’s
discussion of the relation of politics and ethics is linked to his philosophy of science and in particular to
his methodological thoughts on “ethical neutrality” (Wertfreiheit)’®* of the social sciences. This well-
known postulate means primarily that social scientists are unable to scientifically demonstrate which
practical phenomena are “approvable” (billigenswert) and which ones are “objectionable”
(verwerflich).”® In short, “value-judgments” (Wertungen) cannot be assessed scientifically. Social
scientists should clearly distinguish the spheres of “is” and “ought,” or of facts and values.”® Weber asks
for a strict separation of “purely logically deducible and empirical factual assertions on the one hand, and
practical, ethical or philosophical value-judgments on the other.””®® He holds such strict separation not
only to be possible, but to be an “imperative requirement of intellectual honesty” (intellektuelle
Rechtschaffenheit) and “a specific virtue” and “duty” of the academic teacher.”®

Weber’s views on “ethical neutrality” (Wertfreiheit) and a clear distinction between the spheres of “is” and
“ought,” or of facts and norms, entails that a scientist should not commit the fallacy of deriving “ought”
from “is.” Despite the limits of the social sciences and reason, sociology is able to empirically study
normative phenomena such as values and ideals. The social sciences can, e.g., achieve a clear
understanding of the relations among different “value-judgments” or values and of the means necessary
to realize them through political action. Regardless of these possible achievements, neither social

scientists nor philosophers are able to assess “value-judgments” scientifically as desirable or

Main: Suhrkamp, 1999), 130-171, and Wolfgang Schluchter, Religion und Lebensfiihrung, Bd. 1: Studien zu
Max Webers Kultur- und Werttheorie (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1988). Hans Henrik Bruun claims,
“Value freedom was at the heart of the methodological views of Kant and the neo-Kantians, who provided
Weber with the philosophical platform from which he was able to conduct his determined attacks on naive
historicism, emanationism, vulgar Marxism, and positivism. Properly understood, it is also the logical corollary
of his central thesis of the value conflict”; Bruun, Science, Values and Politics in Max Weber’s Methodology,
11.

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 357; cf. 357-368. !

“Ethical neutrality” is a very free and interpretative but fitting translation of what Weber means in his German 762
title with “Wertfreiheit.” In “Der Sinn der ‘Wertfreiheit’ der soziologischen und 6konomischen Wissenschaften,”
for good reasons Weber puts “Wertfreiheit” in quotation marks. It seems that Weber chose the term “Wertfreiheit”
due to a lack of a better term. Translated literally, in the title “Wertfreiheit” would mean that the social and
economic sciences are “value-free,” which, of course, is not the case. Already the initial scientific act of singling
out a research topic implies the value-judgment that this topic is worth knowing or researching. Weber is aware
of that; Weber, ““Objectivity’ in Social Science and Social Policy,” 72, 76—77; Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical
Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 22.

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 1.78

Bruun points out that “Weber was certainly not the author of the theory of logical disjunction between ‘Is’ 7%
and ‘Ought’, on which the demand for value freedom is based”’; Bruun, Science, Values and Politics in Max
Weber’s Methodology, 12.

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 1.7%

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 2—3; Weber, “Science as 7%
Vocation,” 146, 155-156.
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reprehensible. In this context, Weber emphasizes “the ‘limits’ of ethics.””®” According to the second thesis
of this article, the general claim of Weber’s philosophy of science is that there is no possibility of an
ultimate rational, philosophical, or scientific grounding of values and normative theories. Weber’s position
still poses a serious challenge to both contemporary ethical theories and normative theories of justice,
which have been propagated for some decades now.

In his discussion of the relation of politics and ethics, Weber distinguishes between two kinds of “ethically
oriented activity” and two corresponding approaches to ethics that are opposed to each other. Human
actions can follow an “ethics of conviction” (Gesinnungsethik) or an “ethics of responsibility”

(Verantwortungsethik).”®® In “

The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” Weber argues that while an ethics
of responsibility is appropriate for the sphere of politics, and ethics of conviction is not.”®® Weber's
endorsement of an ethics of responsibility in the field of politics led to the criticism that he contradicts his
postulate of the “ethical neutrality” (Wertfreiheit) of the scientist.”’® According to the third thesis of this
article, Weber’s arguments for a political ethics of responsibility are compatible with his methodological

postulate.

Il Weber’s theory of value conflict and Nietzsche’s influence

The first thesis of this article claims that Nietzsche is the main source of Max Weber’s theory of a clash of
irreconcilable values. Nietzsche's influence on Weber has already been noticed and debated in the

literature.””" For one thing, Weber’s conception of “intellectual honesty” (intellektuelle Rechtschaffenheit)

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 15.757

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 359. In this translation, “Gesinnungsethik” und 78
“Verantwortungsethik” have been rendered with “ethic of conviction” and “ethic of responsibility.” The reason
for the translation of “Ethik” with “ethic” (and not with “ethics”) is likely that before Weber introduces these
terms he declares that the last problem he wants to discuss in his talk is the “ethos of politics as a ‘cause’ [Sache]”;
Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 355. The meaning of the term “ethic” is closer to “ethos” than
to “ethics,” the term Weber actually uses. Therefore, I have changed the term “ethic” in the translations
everywhere to “ethics.”

Bruun challenges the prevailing view that “Weber saw the ethic of responsibility as the appropriate one for 76
the politician”; Bruun, Science, Values and Politics in Max Weber’s Methodology, 49, 259.Section IV of this
paper defends the prevailing view and argues against Bruun’s interpretation.

Lothar Waas, Max Weber und die Folgen. Die Krise der Moderne und der moralisch-politische Dualismus 77°
des 20. Jahrhunderts (Frankfurt am Main/New York: Campus, 1995), 22.

Andrea Gerner, Wissenschaft und Leben. Max Webers Antwort auf eine Frage Friedrich Nietzsches 7"*
(Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1994); Wilhelm Hennis, “Die Spuren Nietzsches im Werk Max Webers,”
in Wilhelm Hennis, Max Webers Fragestellung. Studien zur Biographie des Werkes (Tibingen: Mohr / Siebeck,
1987), 167-191; Detlev Peukert, Max Webers Diagnose der Moderne (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
1989); Christian Schwaabe, Freiheit und Vernunft in der unversdhnten Moderne. Max Webers kritischer
Dezisionismus als Herausforderung des politischen Liberalismus (Minchen: Fink, 2002); Christian Schwaabe,
“Das Schicksal des Menschen im Schatten des toten Gottes. Zur Bedeutung Friedrich Nietzsches fur Max Webers
Diagnose der Moderne,” in Der Wille zur Macht und die “grof3e Politik” — Friedrich Nietzsches Staatsversténdnis,
ed. Hans-Martin Schénherr-Mann. Staatsverstandnisse 35 (Baden Baden: Nomos, 2010), 235-257; Tamsin Shaw,
“The ‘Last Man’ Problem: Nietzsche and Weber on Political Attitudes to Suffering,” in Nietzsche as Political
Philosopher, ed. Manuel Knoll, and Barry Stocker. Nietzsche Today 3. Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter, 2014, 345—
380. For several other references, in particular to the Anglophone literature, see Bruun, Science, Values and
Politics in Max Weber’s Methodology, 40.
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as avirtue clearly goes back to Nietzsche.””? For another thing, Weber’s realist understanding of politics as
struggle is informed by Nietzsche's conception of the “will to power.” According to Weber, it is a “self-
evident fact that the will to power is one of the driving motives” of political leaders.””? Weber’s realist
understanding of politics and of the clash of irreconcilable values can be traced farther back to Machiavelli.
According to Isaiah Berlin, it is a fundamental achievement of Machiavelli that he discovered that the
pluralism and struggle of values is part of the “normal human situation” and that “ends equally ultimate,
equally sacred” and “entire systems of value” “come into collision without possibility of rational
arbitration.”””* The parallels between Weber’s and Nietzsche’s philosophy and, as will be explained later,
between Weber's and Machiavelli’s thought are no coincidence. Machiavelli is among the thinkers
Nietzsche appreciated most. Nietzsche declares, “Thucydides, and perhaps Machiavelli’'s Principe, are
most closely related to me in terms of their unconditional will not to be fooled and to see reason in reality,
—notin ‘reason,’ and even less in ‘morality’.”””

In Zarathustra, Nietzsche has his protagonist make several statements of what appears to be his own view

of values and their origin. In one of them Zarathustra explains,

Indeed, humans gave themselves all their good and evil. Indeed, they did not take it, they did not find it, it
did not fall onto them as a voice from the heavens. Humans first placed values into things, in order to
preserve themselves, — they first created meaning for things, a human meaning! That is why they call

themselves ‘human, that is: the valuator [der Schitzende].””®

Nietzsche rejects the claim of the three main monotheistic religions that God gives humans their values
and moral commandments. He also refuses Plato’s version of “ethical realism” and “cognitivism.”””” Plato
holds the good to be an objective moral reality about which moral knowledge can be achieved. For
Nietzsche, moral facts and moral knowledge do not exist: “There are no moral phenomena at all, but only

a moral interpretation of phenomena—."778 There is only a pluralism of values and of conceptions of the

Nietzsche suggests that intellectual “honesty” (Redlichkeit) is the “virtue from which we cannot get away, we "’

free spirits”; Friedrich Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, trans. W. Kaufmann (New York: Vintage Books, 1989),
VII 227; 155; cf. Manuel Knoll, “Nietzsches Kritik am Willen zum Wissen und die intellektuelle Tugend der
Redlichkeit,” in: Nietzsches Wissenschaftsphilosophie. Hintergrinde, Wirkungen und Aktualitét, ed. Gunther
Abel, and Marco Brusotti, and Helmut Heit (Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter, 2012), 257-270.

Max Weber, “Parliament and Government in Germany under a New Political Order,” 176; cf. Weber, “The 773
Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 354.

Isaiah Berlin, “The Originality of Machiavelli,” in Isaiah Berlin, Against the Current. Essays in the History 7’4
of Ideas, ed. Henry Hardy. Sec. Ed. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2013 (original 1979), 94; cf. 94-99.
Friedrich Nietzsche, Twighlight of the Idols, in Friedrich Nietzsche, The Antichrist, Ecce Homo, Twighlight of 7"
the Idols, and other Writings, trans. J. Norman (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), What | Owe the
Ancients 2; 225.

Friedrich Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra, trans. A. del Caro; slightly changed by M.K. (Cambridge Texts 77
in the History of Philosophy; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), Part I: On a Thousand and One
Goals; 43.

Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, Preface; 2.7

Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, IV 108; 85. 7"

204



good. All values and meanings depend on human interpretations and value-judgments. Values and moral
codes are not discovered but invented by peoples according to their needs. In line with this, Weber
explains, “The fate of an epoch which has eaten of the tree of knowledge is that it must know that we
cannot learn the meaning of the world from the results of its analysis, be it ever so perfect, it must rather
be in a position to create this meaning itself.””7° According to Nietzsche, different peoples have different
cultural perspectives and thus different values and moral codes that serve for their self-preservation. They
are the expression of a people’s “will to power” and of what they love and detest.”®* Creating values and
meanings is an essential characteristic of the human being as “valuator.””®' This is a remarkable
“anthropological” statement because it makes the plausible claim that creating values is an essential
characteristic of humans. For Nietzsche, the creation of new values usually entails the necessity of the
destruction of old ones, “Change of values — that is the change of creators. Whoever must be a creator
always annihilates.””8? This is a first indication that Nietzsche holds a clash of values to be an essential part
of world history.

Nietzsche elaborates his view of a struggle between opposing values in his polemical writing On the

Genealogy of Morality, which Max Weber calls a “brilliant essay.”’®’ In it Nietzsche explains,

The two opposing values “good and bad,” “good and evil” have fought a terrible battle for thousands of
years on earth; and although the latter has been dominant for a long time, there is still no lack of places
where the battle remains undecided. You could even say that, in the meantime, it has reached ever greater
heights but at the same time has become ever deeper and more intellectual: so that there is, today, perhaps
no more distinguishing feature of the “higher nature,” the intellectual nature, than to be divided in this
sense and to be really and truly a battle ground for these opposites. The symbol of this fight, written in a
script which has hitherto remained legible throughout human history, is “Rome against Judea, Judea
against Rome”: — up to now there has been no greater event than this battle, this question, this

contradiction of mortal enemies.”?*

In the first essay of the Genealogy, Nietzsche offers his “hypotheses on descent” (Herkunfts-Hypothesen)
regarding morality and intends to give a real “history of morality” that seems to be set against the Egyptian

enslavement of the Jews that presumably lasted for 400 years‘785 According to Nietzsche’s hypotheses,

Weber, ““Objectivity’ in Social Science and Social Policy,” 57.77°

Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra, Part 11: On Self-Overcoming; 88-90. 78

Cf. Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, trans. C. Diethe (Cambridge Texts in the History of 78
Political Thought; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997), 11 8; 45-46.

Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra, Part I: On a Thousand and One Goals; 43; cf. Nietzsche, Thus Spoke 782
Zarathustra, Part I1: On Self-Overcoming; 88-90.

Max Weber, “The Social Psychology of the World Religions,” in From Max Weber, 270; cf. 190.7%

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, | 16, trans. slightly changed by M.K.; 31-32.78

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, Preface 4 and 7; 6 and 8. One might also think of the period in 7%
Jewish history referred to as “Babylonian Captivity” or “Babylonian exile.”
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there are two opposing value-judgments, “good and bad” and “good and evil,” which go back to two
distinct social carriers. First is a caste of aristocratic, strong, and healthy warriors who conceive of
themselves as “good” and look down at subjected peoples or their subjects as “bad.” Against this “chivalric-
aristocratic method” of evaluation, a caste of subdued but clever Jewish priests launches a successful and
“radical revaluation of their values.””®® Driven by hatred, resentment, and the desire for intellectual
revenge, the Jewish priests condemn the warriors and their values as “evil” or immoral and conceive of
themselves as “good” and moral. In Beyond Good and Evil, Nietzsche calls these two types of moralities
“master-morality” and ”slalve—morallity."787 Historically, the “priestly method of evaluation” of the Jews,
which was continued by Christian priests, led to a centuries-long prevalence of Judeo-Christian morality,
which adds the ethics of Christ’s “Sermon on the Mount” to the six of the ten commandments with moral
content.”®® Despite this historical defeat of the “noble method of valuing,” Nietzsche still hopes for a
revitalization of “Roman” or “aristocratic values” and thus another revaluation of values.”®® Such a
revitalization, which he holds to be crucial for “the well being and future of the human race,” had already
happened briefly during the Italian Renaissance.”®® And it could happen again as a consequence of the
decline of Christianity since the Enlightenment period.

The influence of Nietzsche’s account of a struggle of antinomic values can easily be traced in Weber's
theory of value conflict. In “The Profession and Vocation of Science,” Weber summarized some of his basic
ideas on the “polytheism” and conflict of values. This summary is in line with related statements in his

article on “ethical neutrality” (Wertfreiheit),

To “scientifically” advocate practical views is impossible — except in the case of debating the means for a
fixed given aim — due to more fundamental reasons. It is meaningless in principle because the various
value spheres of the world stand in irreconcilable conflict with each other. The elder Mill, whose
philosophy I will not praise otherwise, was on this point right when he said: If one proceeds from pure
experience, one arrives at polytheism. [...] something can be sacred not only in spite of its not being
beautiful, but rather because and in so far it is not beautiful. [...] And, since Nietzsche, we realize that
something can be beautiful, not only in spite of the aspect in which it is not good, but rather in that very
aspect. [...] It is commonplace to observe that something may be true although it is not beautiful and not
holy and not good. Indeed it may be true in precisely these aspects. But all these are only the most

elementary cases of the struggle that the gods of the various orders and values are engaged in. | do not

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, | 7; 16-17. 7%

Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, IX 260; 204. Nietzsche introduces these two types of morality for the first 78
time in Human, All Too Human 1 45.

For Weber’s interpretation of “the ethics of the Sermon on the Mount” see Weber, “The Profession and 7%
Vocation of Politics,” 357-359, and Weber, “Science as Vocation,” 148.

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, | 16; 32.78°

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality, | 16; 33. 7*°
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know how one might wish to decide “scientifically” the value of French and German culture; for here, too,

different gods struggle with one another, now and for all times to come.”’

In this quotation, Weber expresses two of his central claims about values. First, values or “value-
judgments” cannot be assessed scientifically as approvable or objectionable, which regards the limits of
the social science, philosophy, and reason in general. Weber illustrates this with the example that it is
impossible to scientifically assess and compare the value of the French and German culture. There exists
no given or predefined “hierarchical ordering of values.””* A few phrases later he argues that any attempt
to “refute scientifically’ the ethic of the Sermon on the Mount” and its request to “turn the other cheek”
would be presumptuous. Second, he elucidates that radical pluralism and conflicts of values exist even on
the most fundamental level. For many centuries, as previously in Plato’s philosophy, in the Christian world
view different value spheres were successfully combined into a coherent unity. After the decline of
Christianity in the modern world, however, this unity of the holy, the beautiful, the good, and the true
breaks apart. As a consequence, the distinctions between the different value spheres and their
antagonisms become again visible.

In another important passage from “The Profession and Vocation of Science,” Weber explains what he
holds to be the consequence of the limits of the social science, philosophy, and reason in general. As values
or “value-judgments” cannot be assessed scientifically, one has no other option than to decide which ones
are desirable and which ones reprehensible. This is usually called “a ‘decisionist’ view of the value choices
one must make in life.””®* Weber’s friend, the legal scholar Gustav Radbruch, explicitly declared that the
philosophy of law should be “decisionistic.””®* In a footnote to his article on “ethical neutrality,” Weber
refers to Radbruch as someone who had previously addressed “the ‘irreconcilability’ [Unaustragbarkeit]
of certain ultimate evaluations in a certain sphere of problems."795 The German term “Unaustragbarkeit,”
which is rendered here with “irreconcilability” (Unvereinbarkeit, Unvertraglichkeit), is difficult to translate.
However, it is central for an appropriate understanding of Weber’s thought. Weber also uses this term in

“The Profession and Vocation of Science” in the context of his “decisionism,”

Weber, “Science as Vocation,” 147-148. The translation of the first phrase of this quotation has been 7
completely revised by M.K. This was also necessary because many words and a whole embedded clause were left
out by the original translation.

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 19.7%

Turner, and Factor, Max Weber and the Dispute over Reason and Value: A Study in Philosophy, Ethics, and 7
Politics, 2.

Gustav Radbruch, “Anglo-American Jurisprudence Through Continental Eyes,” Law Quarterly Review, 1936, %
vol. 208, 544.

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 10-11. Weber refers to the second 7%
edition of Radbruch’s Einfuhrung in die Rechtswissenschaft from 1913, which had been first published in 1910;
Gustav Radbruch, Einfihrung in die Rechtswissenschaft, sec. edition (Leipzig: Quelle & Meyer, 1913). Weber
explains about his relation to Radbruch’s views, “I diverge from him on certain problems but these are of no
significance for the problem discussed here”; Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and
Economics,” 11.
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This proposition, which | present here, always takes its point of departure from the one fundamental fact,
that so long as life remains immanent and is interpreted in its own terms, it knows only of an unceasing
struggle of these gods [i.e. these opposed values] with one another. Or speaking directly, the ultimately
possible attitudes toward life are irreconcilable, and hence their struggle can never be brought to a final
conclusion [die Unvereinbarkeit und also die Unaustragbarkeit des Kampfes]. Thus it is necessary to make

a decisive choice.”?®

In this quotation, the noun “Unaustragbarkeit” is rendered with “can never be brought to a final
conclusion.” The related adjective is “unaustragbar,” the associated verb “austragen.” If something is
“unaustragbar” in an intellectual context, it cannot be definitely and conclusively argued out. However,
“Unaustragbarkeit” does not mean that one cannot argue at all. One can, of course, support views and
values with reasons and arguments. As the next section will argue, in Weber’s writings the term
“Unaustragbarkeit” is about the impossibility of a rational “Letztbegriindung,” i.e., about the impossibility

of an ultimate rational grounding.

lll The argumentative limits of the social sciences and ethics

According to the second thesis of this article, the general claim of Weber’s philosophy of science is that
there is no possibility of an ultimate rational, philosophical, or scientific grounding of values and
normative theories. However, the social sciences are able to empirically study normative phenomena such
as values and ideals. An empirical scientific discipline is e.g. capable of demonstrating which means and
repercussions are inevitable for actions derived from “practical political evaluations (Wertungen).””®’ In
his article on “ethical neutrality” (Wertfreiheit), Weber discusses not only the social sciences, but
philosophical disciplines such as ethics and their relation to value-judgments; “Philosophical
disciplines can go further [than empirical ones] and lay bare the ‘meaning’ of evaluations, i.e., their
ultimate meaningful structure and their meaningful consequences, in other words, they can indicate
their ‘place” within the totality of all the possible ‘ultimate’ evaluations and delimit their spheres of
meaningful validity.””*® In general, through the “discussion of practical value-judgments”

(praktische Wertungen) one can achieve a clear understanding of them and answer several

Weber, “Science as Vocation,” 152. 7%

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 18.7%

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 18; ; emphasis through letter-"%
spacing by Weber in the German original.
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important questions: (a) What are “the ultimate, internally ‘consistent’ value-axioms”?”*® (b) Which
“implications” (Konsequenzen) for “practical evaluation of factual situations” are to be deduced from
these ultimate value-axioms? (c) Which are the “factual consequences” and “undesired repercussions” if
certain “practical evaluations” are realized through action? (d) Which “new axioms (and the postulates to
be drawn from them)” can be uncovered?%®

Despite these possible achievements of a “discussion of practical value-judgments,” Weber
emphasizes the argumentative limits of both the social sciences and ethics in regard to a rational or

scientific grounding of values. After mentioning the potential accomplishments of the “philosophical

disciplines,” Weber makes a crucial statement that addresses once more his “decisionism,”

Even such simple questions as the extent to which an end should sanction unavoidable means, or the
extent to which undesired repercussions [Nebenerfolge] should be taken into consideration, or how
conflicts between several concretely conflicting ends are to be arbitrated [schlichten], are entirely matters
of choice [Wahl] or compromise. There is no (rational or empirical) scientific procedure [Verfahren] of any
kind whatsoever which can provide us with a decision [Entscheidung] here. The social sciences, which are
strictly empirical sciences, are the least fitted to presume to save the individual the difficulty of making a

choice, and they should therefore not create the impression that they can do s0.%""

The problem of the extent to which an end is able to “sanction unavoidable means” is a central question
of Machiavelli's and Weber’s thoughts on the relation of politics and ethics. In “The Profession and
Vocation of Politics,” Weber declares about this question that no “ethics in the world” is able to “determine
when and to what extent the ethically good end ‘sanctifies’ the ethically dangerous means and side-
effects.”®> Weber’s point about the limits of scientific reason could be illustrated by referring to recent
debates on “humanitarian interventions.” How should it be possible to ethically or scientifically determine
whether a coalition of well-meaning states would be justified to cause the death of 100, 1000 or even
more innocent civilians to stop a genocide committed by an evil government through military strikes
against its cities? Similar limits of reason come in sight when the question arises of how to scientifically
determine which one of two or more conflicting ends or values is more desirable or worth choosing. How
can one, e.g., scientifically decide the dispute between a localist, a nationalist, and a cosmopolitan about
the questions of whether we all belong to a single community or which community morally deserves our

primary political loyalty? In such a debate all three will be able to defend their views with reasons and

Weber does not give unequivocal examples of ultimate value-axioms. He might have in mind the ultimate 7*°
values of nationalists, socialists, pacifists, or believers in a religion and their respective opposites; emphasis
through letter-spacing by Weber in the German original.

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 20-21.8%

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 1819, 801

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 360.8%

209



arguments. And for practical purposes they could find or agree to a political compromise despite their
opposed views. However, for good reasons Weber claims in a key phrase of his article on “ethical
neutrality” (Wertfreiheit), “There is no (rational or empirical) scientific procedure of any kind whatsoever
which can provide us with a decision here.” This means that value conflicts cannot be definitely and
conclusively argued out. For Weber, an ultimate rational grounding of values, norm or ideals is impossible.
In the context of his key phrase Weber does not indicate whether he criticizes specific rational or empirical
scientific procedures that have been proposed to solve conflicts between values, norms, and ideals. It
seems quite clear thatitisimpossible to solve a conflict between antagonistic values applying an empirical
scientific procedure. However, in contemporary political philosophy John Rawls proposed such a
procedure to resolve conflicts between conceptions of justice. He claims that a democratic political culture
contains “considered judgments” about justice such as “religious intolerance and racial discrimination are
unjust."803 According to Rawls’s coherence theory, it is possible to extract both such “settled convictions”
and “recognized basic ideas and principles” about justice from a “public political culture” and to seek to
combine them “into a coherent conception of justice."804 However, the citizens of democratic political
cultures display a plurality of antagonistic “considered judgments” about justice. There are liberals and
libertarians, conservatives and socialists, and such like who disagree about conceptions of justice.
Conflicts among values, norms, ideals, and “considered judgments” are part of one and the same political
culture. Therefore, it is impossible to derive one “coherent conception of justice” from it.

In his Theory of Justice, Rawls proposes also a rational scientific procedure to decide between competing
conceptions of justice. This is his “contractarian method,” which derives principles of justice from a list of
conceptions in an original position, integrating elements of “the theory of rational choice.”®% However,
Rawls later stated that it was a misleading error “to describe a theory of justice as part of the theory of

rational choice.” Nevertheless, in ethics it is possible to conceive of rational procedures to solve a

John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1971), 8§ 4, 9; 19, 8%
46-53; John Rawls, “Justice as Fairness: Political not Metaphysical,” Philosophy & Public Affairs, Vol. 14,
1984, 228.

Rawls, “Justice as Fairness: Political not Metaphysical,” 228; John Rawls, Political Liberalism (Expanded 8%
edition. New York: Columbia University Press, 2005), 8.

Rawls, A Theory of Justice, §§ 3, 21; 16-17, 123-124. 85

Rawls, “Justice as Fairness: Political not Metaphysical,” 237 (fn. 20). As early as 1980, Rawls reinterprets 8%
his theory of justice as fairness under the title “Kantian Constructivism in Moral Theory: The Dewey Lectures
1980,” The Journal of Philosophy, Vol. 77, 1980. According to Rawls’s “Kantian Constructivism,” the
principles of justice are the outcome of a specific “procedure of construction,” which is conducted by rational
agents. In Political Liberalism, Rawls introduces the distinction between “moral and political constructivism”
and defends, in line with narrowing down his theory to a “strictly political conception of justice,” only the latter;
Rawls, Political Liberalism, XV, 90 (fn. 1). In Political Liberalism, Rawls’s “political constructivism” is linked
to his method of “reflective equilibrium,” which presupposes his “coherence theory”; Rawls, Political
Liberalism, 8, 89, 95. In A Theory of Justice, the method of “reflective equilibrium” is linked to his
“contractarian method” and “the theory of rational choice.” For arguments that claim that Rawls’s empirical and
rational scientific procedures, which aim at resolving conflicts between conceptions of justice, are not successful
and which explain why, see Manuel Knoll, “Deep Disagreements on Social and Political Justice: Their Meta-
Ethical Relevance and the Need for a New Research Perspective,” in New Perspectives on Distributive Justice.
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conflict between values, norms, and ideals. Take the conflict or disagreement between an ethical realist
and cognitivist such as Plato and an anti-realist and moral skeptic. Plato claims both that an objective
moral reality, primarily the form of the good, exists and that philosophers are able to achieve truth about
it. If a philosopher who defended Plato’s view, or a position similar to it, were able to both cogently
demonstrate that such an objective moral reality exists and to successfully communicate his knowledge
about it, he could refute the anti-realist who denies moral facts and the moral skeptic who rejects the
possibility of moral truth. In this case, such a philosopher could solve value conflicts by pointing to his
moral truths and use them as a standard to assess antagonistic values. In mainstream sciences,
practitioners disagree with each other, say, about aspects of climate change, but there is some agreement
on the methods and procedures how to settle or resolve such disagreements. However, “nothing remotely
comparable” exists among moralists or moral philosophers.*”” Until today, ethical realists keep quarreling
with anti-realists, and cognitivists with moral skeptics.

In both ethics and political philosophy, justice is a central virtue or value. In his article on “ethical
neutrality” (Wertfreiheit), Weber illustrates “the ‘limits’ of ethics” by referring to disagreements about

social and political justice,

The implications of the postulate of ‘justice’ cannot be decided unambiguously by any ethic. Whether one,
for example — as would correspond most closely with the views expressed by Schmoller — owes much to
those who achieve much or whether one should demand much from those who accomplish much;
whether one should, e. g., in the name of justice [...] accord great opportunities to those with eminent
talents or whether on the contrary (like Babeuf) one should attempt to equalize the injustice of the
unequal distribution of mental capacities through the rigorous provision that talented persons, whose
talent gives them prestige, must not utilize their better opportunities for their own benefit — these
questions cannot be definitely answered [diirfte aus “ethischen Pramissen” unaustragbar sein]. The

ethical problem in most social-political issues is, however, of this type.”8%

In the literature, this passage has been discussed under the name of “Weber’s ‘Babeuf’ antinomy."809
However, in the dense and complex passage Weber shows that itis a distinctive feature of modernity that

there exist not only irreconcilable conceptions of the good but of justice.810 Weber refers not only to

Deep Disagreements, Pluralism, and the Problem of Consensus, ed. Manuel Knoll, Stephen Snyder, and
Nurdane Simsek (Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter, 2019).

Jeremy Waldron, Law and Disagreement (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), 178.8%7

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 15-16. 808

Turner, and Factor, Max Weber and the Dispute over Reason and Value: A Study in Philosophy, Ethics, and 8%°
Politics, 35.

From Weber’s perspective, Rawls’s move to come to terms with the opposing conceptions of the good by 80
striving for an agreement on a political conception of justice and a just social framework that allows these
conception to coexist does not work.
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Babeuf's view of distributive justice, but to several irreconcilable interpretations of “the postulate of
‘justice’,” e.g. the conflict of the performance principle with what Rawls calls the “principle of redress.”8"
Weber’s main point is that the disagreement between these irreconcilable conceptions of justice “cannot
be conclusively argued out based on ‘ethical premises™ (diirfte aus “ethischen Pramissen” unaustragbar
sein). In the last phrase of the passage, Weber makes clear that such “limits’ of ethics” apply to most
“social-political issues.” Though moral and political philosophers can give arguments, they cannot deliver
an undisputable rational grounding for any of their different normative theories. There is no possibility of
an ultimate rational, philosophical, or scientific grounding of values and normative theories. As already
mentioned, Weber’s position poses a serious challenge to both contemporary ethical theories and
normative theories of justice. This is in particular true for neo-Kantians such as Rawls, who aim at an
“overlapping consensus,” or Habermas, who believes that unimpeded discourses and arguments based
on communicative reason are generally able to lead to consensus in moral issues. Weber’s criticism does
not mean that practical philosophy is impossible but that it should have more modest aims. In 1978,
Walter Golz published his monograph on the problems of giving cogent reasons in practical philosophy.

After reviewing all the relevant literature, he concludes that until today no one was able to refute Max

Weber’s theses on the limits of rational grounding.®'?

IV The relation of politics and ethics and Weber's defense of an ethics of responsibility

In “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” Weber distinguishes between two approaches to ethics that
are opposed to each other. “Ethically oriented” human behavior can follow an “ethics of conviction”
(Gesinnungsethik) or an “ethics of responsibility” (Verantwortungsethik). In more contemporary terms,

this clash of approaches to ethics is a conflict between a deontological and a consequentialist ethics.®"?

For an overview on these irreconcilable conceptions of social and political justice see Knoll, “Deep &
Disagreements on Social and Political Justice: Their Meta-Ethical Relevance and the Need for a New Research
Perspective,” 31-39.

Walter Golz, Begrindungsprobleme der praktischen Philosophie (Stuttgart/Bad Cannstadt: Fromann-812
Holzboog, 1978), 12. Golz agrees with the second thesis of this article. According to Golz, for Weber there is no
possibility of “an exhaustive, i.e. complete and sufficient” rational grounding of statements about norms and
values; Gélz, Begriindungsprobleme der praktischen Philosophie, 14.

A deontological ethics claims that certain actions are always right or wrong in certain situations, no matter 83
what the consequences are. For example, for a deontological ethics like Kant’s lying or stealing are wrong actions
in all situations; cf. C.D. Broad, Five Types of Ethical Theory (London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Ltd.,
1930), 206. A consequentialist ethics, on the contrary, holds that the judgment about the moral rightness or
wrongness of an action depends exclusively on the quality of its foreseeable consequences. An action is right if,
and only if, it has more good than bad consequences. Every consequentialist ethics contains a value theory that
establishes which consequences of actions are desirable or valuable. Jeremy Bentham, the founder of both
Utilitarianism and modern consequentialism, embraces only one value which he calls “utility.” For him, utility is
defined as the individual or common happiness or pleasure that is caused by an action. Utility is not a moral value.
Today, a type of consequentialist ethics that makes the moral rightness or wrongness of an action exclusively
dependent on its non-moral consequences is defined as a teleological ethics. While some decades ago it was
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Weber argues that only the latter, an ethics of responsibility, is appropriate for the sphere of politics. As
already mentioned, his endorsement of an ethics of responsibility led to the criticism that Weber
contradicts his postulate of “ethical neutrality” (Wertfreiheit).®'* This section substantiates the third thesis

of this article, according to which Weber’s endorsement is compatible with his postulate.815

The understanding of politics, on which Weber's “The Profession and Vocation of Politics” is based, is a
realist one. According to a political realist, politics is about power, struggle, and conflict. The pinnacle of
Weber’s 1919 talk are his astute considerations on the relation of politics and ethics. Weber refuses both
the interpretation that they have “nothing at all to do with one another” and the view “that political action
is subject to ‘the same’ ethics as every other form of activity.”®'® His rejection of the latter interpretation

starts off with the insight that human actions belong to heterogeneous spheres and that it is therefore very

difficult to ethically regulate them in a coherent way:

But is it in fact true that any ethics in the world could establish substantially identical commandments
[inhaltlich gleichen Gebote] applicable to all relationships, whether erotic, business, family or official, to
one’s relations with one’s wife, greengrocer, son, competitor, with a friend or an accused man? Can the
fact that politics operates with a quite specific means, namely power, backed up by the use of violence
[Gewaltsamkeit], really be a matter of such indifference as far as the ethical demands placed on politics

are concerned?®"’

The use of violence is not only the “specific means,” but also the “decisive means” of politics. For Weber,
the tasks of politics “can only be achieved by force [Gewalt].”8'® Despite his conception of politics, Weber
rejects the view that politics and ethics have nothing to do with each other. Rather, the unavoidable

violence of political practice is the reason for political ethics: “The specific means of legitimate violence

common to oppose a “teleological” ethics to a deontological one, in contemporary ethics and its terminology a
consequentialist ethics is opposed to a deontological ethics. The term “consequentialism” became established in
the wake of G.E.M. Anscombes article “Modern Moral Philosophy,” which was published in 1958. The term was

first coined in this paper; G.E.M. Anscombe, “Modern Moral Philosophy,” Philosophy 33, no. 124, (January

1958). Cf. Dieter Birnbacher, Analytische Einfiihrung in die Ethik (Berlin/New York: De Gruyter, 2003), 113—
114,

Waas, Max Weber und die Folgen, 22.814

Bruun criticizes historians, political scientists, and sociologists that they usually discuss Weber’s political 8°

views on power and conflict “in relative isolation from his theory of scientific inquiry”; Bruun, Science, Values
and Politics in Max Weber’s Methodology, 239.

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 357; cf. 357-368. Weber does not explain who are the 8¢
protagonists of these two interpretations. The view that all forms of human activity are “subject to ‘the same’
ethics” might be derived from the view of the three main monotheistic religions, according to which God gave
Moses his ten commandments, of which six express univocal ethical demands (Do not kill, etc.).

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 357.8%

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 360, 366. Weber’s close association of political and '8
military power has been criticized. Michael Mann argues, “True, the state uses force, but only as means to back
up its rules, which are given no particular content”; Michael Mann, The Sources of Social Power, Vol. II: The
rise of classes and nation-states, 1760-1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 55.
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per se in the hands of human associations is what gives all the ethical problems of politics their particular
character.”®"”
Weber's realist conception of politics is crucial for understanding his thought on the relation of politics to

ethics. Weber distinguishes between two approaches to ethics that are opposed to each other,

That is the crucial point. We have to understand that ethically oriented activity can follow two
fundamentally different, irreconcilably opposed maxims [unaustragbar gegensatzlichen Maximen]. It can
follow the ‘ethics of principled conviction” (Gesinnung) or the ‘ethics of responsibility”. It is not that the
ethics of conviction is identical with irresponsibility, nor that the ethic of responsibility means the absence
of principled conviction — there is of course no question of that. But there is a profound opposition
[abgrundtiefer Gegensatz] between acting by the maxim of the ethics of conviction (putting itin religious
terms: ‘The Christian does what is right and places the outcome in God’s hands’), and acting by the maxim
of the ethic of responsibility which means that one must answer for the (foreseeable) consequences of

one’s actions.8?°

Weber illustrates the ethics of conviction with the Christian “ethics of the Sermon on the Mount” that he
understands as an “absolute ethics” that asks its followers to “turn the other cheek.”3?" The ethics of
conviction is not concerned about the consequences of actions. In the terminology of contemporary
ethics, the ethics of conviction corresponds to a deontological ethics. The ethics of conviction is radically
opposed to the ethics of responsibility. Someone who subscribes to the ethics of responsibility has a
realistic view of the shortcomings of human beings. Such a person “does not feel that he can shuffle off
the consequences of his own actions, as far as he could foresee them, and place the burden on the

shoulders of others. He will say, These consequences are to be attributed to my actions’.”822 A person who

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 364.81°

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 359; cf. Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in 82°

Sociology and Economics,” 16.

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 357. Bruun points out that there are three “variants of action 8
motivated by an ethic of conviction”: “the religious-acosmistic, the pacifist-political, and the radical-
revolutionary attitude”; Bruun, Science, Values and Politics in Max Weber’s Methodology, 251. The term “ethics
of conviction” was first used by Wilhelm Windelband in his “Geschichte der Philosophie” published in 1892.
Windelband uses the term in the context of his presentation of Abelard’s and Kant’s ethics. In his Hauptprobleme
der Ethik, published 1903, Paul Hensel uses the contrast of a “Gesinnungsethik” with a “Erfolgsethik.” As a
representative of the latter he refers to Bentham’s Utilitarianism. Cf. Manuel Knoll, “Max Webers Machiavelli-
Rezeption. Die Konsequenzen des politischen Realismus fiir das Verhéltnis von Ethik und Politik,” in Der
Machtstaat. Niccolo Machiavelli als Theoretiker der Macht im Spiegel der Zeit, ed. Volker Reinhardt, and Ridiger
Voigt, and Stefano Saracino (Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2015), 254.

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 360. The term “ethics of responsibility” was coined by 82?

Max Weber. He associates it with what already before him was called “Realpolitik” (as opposed to “Idealpolitik™).
Weber transformed the term “ethics of success” (Erfolgsethik), which was current at his time, into the term
“Verantwortungsethik™; cf. Knoll, “Max Webers Machiavelli-Rezeption,” 254. In 1906, Weber himself uses the
term “Erfolgsethik,” which in the English translation is rendered erroneously with “ethics of ‘consequentialism’;
Weber, “On the Situation of Constitutional Democracy in Russia,” in Weber. Political Writings, 42.
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is oriented by an ethic of responsibility acknowledges his responsibility for the consequences of his
actions. In the terminology of contemporary ethics, the ethics of responsibility corresponds to a
consequentialist ethics.

Weber both denies that “the ethics of conviction is identical with irresponsibility” and claims that the
ethics of responsibility does not mean “the absence of principled conviction.” The first means that a person
who follows an ethics of conviction feels responsible for the purity of her intentions, “inner” principles,
and values. The second indicates that a person who is oriented by an ethics of responsibility also has
certain convictions, goals, and values. Weber even refers to exceptional situations, in which the ethics of
responsibility and the ethics of conviction are not “absolute opposites” but “complementary to each other
[Ergdnzungen].”®* Despite these commonalities, Weber clearly states that on the essential level “there is
a profound opposition” between the opposing maxims that correspond to these two kinds of “ethically
oriented activity” and that this opposition cannot be “conclusively argued out” (unaustragbar
gegensdtzlichen Maximen). This means that there is no ethical or scientific authority and no rational or
empirical scientific procedure that could provide and ultimate and undisputable solution for the clash of
these two approaches to ethics. Every leading politician has to rely on her own judgment and needs “to
choose” between one of the two approaches and their corresponding “ultimate Weltanschauungen.”®*
There is a high likelihood that Weber’s considerations on the relations of politics and ethics are inspired
by his study of Machiavelli's writings. In the context of these short considerations, he mentions
Machiavelli and his works several times.?” In these mentions, Weber also makes it plain that he does not
share the widespread criticism of the Florentine. Most important, in his considerations Weber focuses on
the main problems of Machiavelli’s political ethics.??® These concern the tension between traditional

morality and politics and the relation between bad means and good ends. A central question for a realist

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 368. Such an exceptional situation arises when someone, 2%
“who acts on the basis of an ethics of responsibility, says at some point, ‘Here I stand, I can do no other’”;
Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 367. In this context, Bruuns claims that Weber distinguishes
between “two ethics of conviction” and views one type, which he calls the “responsible ethic of conviction,” as
the true “ethic of politics”; Bruun, Science, Values and Politics in Max Weber’s Methodology, 272; cf. 49. The
problem of Bruun’s interpretation is that it fails to recognize that the so-called second type is just the expression
of a very rare clash of the two approaches to ethics within one person that might occur only in exceptional
situations. When Weber introduces the topics of the “ethos of politics as a ‘cause’ [Sache]” and the “ethical
home of politics,” he clearly states: “At this point, admittedly, ultimate Weltanschauungen collide, and one has
eventually to choose between them”;Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 355.

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 355. In all likelihood, the lack of an ethical authority or 4
scientific procedure to “conclusively argue out” the conflict between the opposed approaches to ethics explains
Weber’s statement that has been taken to be “confusing”: “But whether one ought to act on the basis of an ethics
of conviction or one of responsibility, and when one should do the one or the other, these are not things about
which one can give instructions to anybody”;Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 367; Bruun,
Science, Values and Politics in Max Weber’s Methodology, 271.

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 360, 363, 366. In the biography of her husband, 8%

Marianne Weber reports that when he was only 12 years old Weber told his mother that he borrowed
Machiavelli’s Prince and intended to read the Anti-Machiavel next; Marianna Weber, Max Weber. Ein
Lebensbild (Miinchen/Zirich: Pieper, 1989), 48.

Cf. M. Knoll, “Machiavelli’s Consequentialist Ethics of Responsibility,” History of Political Thought, vol. 40, 826
no. 4 (2019).
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conception of politics, which Weber and Machiavelli share, is the relation of means and ends and in
particular the question of the extent to which a good end is able to sanction immoral means. Both are
convinced that it is possible to achieve knowledge about the means necessary to achieve given political
ends and to rationally calculate their usage.®”” Concerning the tension between morality and politics and

the relation between bad means and good ends Weber explains,

No ethics in the world can get round the fact that the achievement of ‘good’ ends is in many cases tied to
the necessity of employing morally suspect or at least morally dangerous means, and that one must reckon
with the possibility or even likelihood of evil side-effects. Nor can any ethics in the world determine when

and to what extent the ethically good end ‘sanctifies’ the ethically dangerous means and side-effects.828

Weber indicates his preference for an ethics of responsibility by merely asking “when and to what extent”
a good end can justify an immoral means instead of questioning whether this is possible at all. For him,
the former question is among the “ethical paradoxes” that no ethics can decide.®?® Therefore, in such a
difficult situation every leading politician has to make her individual decision and is morally responsible
for its consequences. Weber’s preference for an ethics of responsibility can be seen also from the fact that
he includes “sense for responsibility” (Verantwortungsgefiihl) as one of the three main qualities that a
politician needs to have.®® The other two qualities are “passion” (Leidenschaft) and “judgment”
(AugenmaR). Weber even regards the “feeling of responsibility” to be the most important quality as it
includes the other two. The passion of a politician should be a “passionate commitment to a ‘cause’
[Sache],” for which she feels responsible.?*

According to Weber, Christian ethics or an ethics of conviction is not appropriate for the sphere of politics.
The main reason for this is that for such kind of ethics it is prohibited to employ violence, the specific

means of politics,

According to Machiavelli, there is a certain “necessity” (necessita) in history that allows us to compare 82’
political events and to learn from them. This necessity is mainly rooted in human nature, which has been the same
in antiquity as it is today. For Weber, the social sciences are able to determine which means are necessary to
realize ends or values through political action. In a political community, it is in particular the bureaucracy that
possess the “technical” knowledge about the means necessary to reach desired results. Despite their conviction of
such possible achievements of scientific reason, both share the insight that we are living in a contingent world and

that there are severe limits to predicting the effects and consequences of political actions or plans.

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 360.8%8

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 365.8%°

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 352. 80

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 352-353. Weber rejects a “mere ‘power-politician’” who &1
strives for power for its own sake. Power is the indispensible means of politics but it should always serve a
“cause” (Sache). However, “The nature of the cause the politician seeks to serve by striving for and using power
is a question of faith”; Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 354-355. A leading politician needs
to decide about her cause and her goals.

EED)
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It seems that the ethics of conviction is bound to founder hopelessly on this problem of how the end is to
sanctify the means. Indeed the only position it can logically take is to reject any action which employs
morally dangerous means. Indeed the only position it can logically take is to reject any action which

employs morally dangerous means.®*?

This is the main argument with which Weber rejects the ethics of conviction for the sphere of politics. He
also criticizes it by saying that an ethics that asks to turn the other cheek is “an ethic of indignity, except
for a saint.”®33 For Weber, the only appropriate ethics for the sphere of politics is an ethics of responsibility
according to which a leading politician is morally responsible for the consequences of her decisions. All
“Realpolitik” has its “point of departure” in the postulate that “the responsibility for the predictable
consequences of the action is to be taken into consideration.”®** However, for a politician with real
decision-making power itis impossible to foresee all consequences, effects, and side-effects of a decision.
An ethics of responsibility is not able to spare her from making difficult and troubling decisions and cannot
“issue an ethical decree determining which end shall sanctify which means.”?3 Therefore, every politician
has to decide for herself and shoulder the moral responsibility of her decisions. In politics, “diabolic
powers” are at work and a leading politician will in all likelihood be entangled in guilt and will endanger
the “salvation of his soul.”83®

In his Habilitationsschrift, Lothar Waas claims that Weber contradicts himself by, on the one hand,
claiming that the clash between the two types of ethics cannot be “argued out” (ausgetragen) and, on the
other, endorsing an ethics of responsibility.*” However, Weber’s point is not that one cannot argue about
this conflict, but that it cannot be conclusively argued out by scientific or ethical reason. This means that
there cannot be a scientific ultimate rational grounding for either approach to ethics. No ethicist or social
scientist is able to scientifically decide for the politician what to do and how to act. Nevertheless, as
Weber’s discourse on politics clearly demonstrates, it is possible to argue both that an ethics of
responsibility is appropriate for the sphere of politics and that an ethics of conviction is not. The crucial
point here is that Weber does not claim that his arguments for an ethics of responsibility provides an
absolute or ultimate rational grounding for it. He formulates his arguments not as a social scientist or as
an ethicist, but as a political publicist.**® Therefore, Waas's claim that Weber contradicts himself cannot be

upheld.

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 361.8%2

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 358.8%3

Weber, “The Meaning of ‘Ethical Neutrality’ in Sociology and Economics,” 16.83

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 362.8%®

Weber, “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” 366.8%

Waas, Max Weber und die Folgen, 22.8%7

Weber’s “role as publicist, as a politically — above all nationally — committed scholar” and as “an active and 8%
aggressive public figure” has often been emphasized; Bruun, Science, Values and Politics in Max Weber’s
Methodology, 259; Turner, and Factor, Max Weber and the Dispute over Reason and Value: A Study in
Philosophy, Ethics, and Politics, 15. Bruun criticizes that in his talk on politics Weber “oscillates between the
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La différence sexuelle, un autre nom pour lafemme

Prégent® Alexandra

Que cela nous plaise ou non, que l'identification soit erronée ou non, que nous nous méprenions
sur nous-méme ou non, la différence sexuelle est en nous, transpire de nous, nous impregne de ses
connotations, de cette identification par I'’Autre. Dans cette différence des sexes, une hiérarchisation est
née. Cette hiérarchisation est-elle réellement existante, justifiée, justifiable? C'est a travers ces questions
qu’'Hélene Cixous, notamment grace au concept daltérité, tentera de trouver une place au féminin dans
I'écriture. Cette idée, qui parut dans de nombreux textes, sous diverses formes, guidera le Derrida-lecteur
a penser plus loin la différence sexuelle ; c'est-a-dire a la pensée dans I'écriture, comme écriture et méme
comme dispositif de lecture. Les échanges entre les deux penseurs nous permettrons de faire ressortir et
de comprendre en quoi la différence sexuelle influence la réflexion, les ceuvres et surtout la méthode, la

technique, la maniére de livrer, de donner ses pensées au monde, a I'Autre.

L’'homme et I'Autre a travers le temps, impacts de la différence sexuelle La différence sexuelle: déterminant
sexué, nom sexué, adjectif sexué. Trois mots féminins, trois mots qui expriment la différence, cette
différence qui sépare 'homme du non-homme. Séparation qui se fait, qui débute par le sexe de l'individu.
La distinction entre les hommes et les femmes s'est toujours faite en paralléle avec la « preuve » de la
supériorité de 'homme sur la femme. Toujours? Dés I'Antiquité, Aristote écrivait: « La supériorité de
I'homme sur la femme est justifiée biologiquement, [...] par le fait que c’est le sperme qui donne la forme

840, Différence sexuelle. Différence de sexe.

de 'homme, tandis que lafemme n'est qu'un réceptacle passi
iérarchisation des sexes. Cest la procédure « normale». On classe, on sépare, et puis aprés, on
H hisat d C
hiérarchise. On retrouve ici largument tant utilisé quant a lattribution du réle « actif » de 'homme
comparativement au role « passif » de la femme. La femme devrait rester passive puisque méme dans ce
qu'il y a de plus originel, a savoir la création, elle est « biologiquement » congue pour demeurer passive.
ais pourquoi ce besoin de justifier la hiérarchie, pourtant établie « naturellement », selon ces penseurs ?
M b d tifier la h h tant établ turell t [ ?
Cette preuve du fonctionnement biologique du systéme de reproduction vient justifier la nécessité du
patriarcat dans la société, plagant ainsi 'homme dans le réle du patriarche. L'ordre biologique vient

justifier l'ordre social. Selon Derrida, l'institutionnalisation du systeme phallogocentrique tente d'une part

(par le logocentrisme) dordonner par logique les choses du monde sous la forme de systémes

839 est titulaire d’un baccalauréat en Littératures de langue francaise et Philosophie (Université de Montréal,

2016).
Janyce Desiderio, « Compte rendu de la séance 5 », Antheia, Séminaire pour doctorants en sciences de 840

I' Antiquité, Publié le 16/06/2015. Adresse URL: https://antheia.hypotheses.org/tag/aristote
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iérarchiques et dautr r rle entrisme justifi rivile ile au sein de cette
hiérarchiques et dautre part (par le phallocentrisme) de justifier le lege mal sein de cett
hiérarchie, de par la possession du phallus®*'.

Cest dailleurs a l'intérieur de ce systeme phallogocentrique qu'en 1949, Simone de Beauvoir
explicite et questionne certaines structures servant de base a la société (les rapports hiérarchiques entre
es hommes et les femmes) dans son célébre texte Le Deuxiéme Sexe, interrogeant leur prétention d'étre
les h tlesf d [ébre texte Le D S t tl tention d'ét
de l'ordre du « naturel ».

imone de Beauvoir dénonce cette situation ou la femme se voit toujours, et depuis toujours,
S de B d tte situat la f tt td t

éfinie par opposition a '’homme. De Beauvoir dénonce la conception de la femme en disant: « La femme
déf t I'h DeB d [ tiondelaf disant: « La f
se détermine et se différencie par rapport a 'homme et non celui-ci par rapport aelle ; elle est I'inessentiel
en face de l'essentiel. Il est le sujet, il est 'Absolu: elle est I'Autre®#? ». Dans ce systéeme phallique, le féminin
est défini comme non-phallique: la femme est toujours définie négativement. Ce qui vient ici signifier que
e masculin est la norme, le modeéle de penser, et que le féminin doit ensuite se positionner par rapport a
I [ tl [ dele d t le f doit t t t
lui. Simone de Beauvoir répond de cette fagon a I'argument soutenu par Aristote en déconstruisant les
préjugés, les stéréotypes et les mythes entourant les femmes en prouvant la non-naturalité de la condition
féminine, qu'elle explique étre définie par la société et transmise par la longue tradition du régime
patriarcal. Pourtant, bien qu'elle réussisse a exposer la phénoménalisation de la dualité entre les hommes
etlesfemmes et qu'elle la dénonce (en expliquant que sa hiérarchisation n'est qu'une construction sociale),
De Beauvoir reste cependant prise dans cette dualité, sans étre en mesure de s'en émanciper, de s'extirper,
de déroger de cette logique phallogocentrique.

Clest ce qu'au contraire, Hélene Cixous et Jacques Derrida s'emploieront a faire. Au sein méme de
I'écriture, cette écriture masculine, il y a cette idée de la femme comme esclave de 'homme. Les termes
désignant les femmes se retrouvent a toujours étre les oppositions de ceux choisis pour décrire les
hommes. Cette fagon de procéder implique que la femme est toujours définie au sens ot elle est ce que
I'homme n'est pas. Cette logique oppositionnelle sexplicite clairement dans le choix des mots utilisés
lorsque la description de l'un des sexes est requise. La femme porte sur sa téte les antonymes des mots

’ ’ . ’ . ’ . . . ’ . . 7 . ’
employés pour décrire 'homme ; si 'homme est actif, la femme se voit attribuée la passivité, si 'homme
est le sujet, la femme en est l'objet, si 'homme est le maitre, la femme en est 'esclave, si 'homme est
considéré pur, lafemme se voit étampée sur son front et sur son sexe le marquage du vice. Ainsi, alors que
I'« Autre » est un terme utilisé pour représenter la femme de maniére négative chez De Beauvoir, chez
Cixous, I'Autre a une signification différente. Chez Cixous, I'« Autre » se trouve en soi et en dehors de soi.
La femme est autre, mais elle porte lautre en elle aussi, les autres méme. La femme est Autre, en ce sens

qu'elle est différente®®. Celui qui est Sujet a besoin de |'Autre pour étre, puisqu'il se défini par lui. Cette

841Claude Lévesque, Par-dela le masculin et le féminin, Paris, Aubier, 2002, p. 205.

842Simone de Beauvoir, Le deuxiéme sexe, Paris, Gallimard, 1976 [1949], p. 543.

83Catherine Clément et Héléne Cixous, La jeune née, Paris, Union générale d’Editions, 10/18, série Féminin
Futur, 1975, p. 162.
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notion d’ « Autre », vient rappeler que dans la logique binaire du phallogocentrisme, 'homme dépend de

"1z

la femme: « Jai vu que les beaux grands pays “avancés” s'érigeaient en expulsant I'étrange ('italique est de
lauteur.) ; en excluant mais pas trop loin: en lasservissant. Geste banal de I'Histoire: il faut qu'il y ait deux
races, celle des maitres, celle des esclaves®* ». En posant 'homme comme la norme, la femme endosse ce
role d'étre |'étrange, d'étre ce que I'on ne comprend pas, mais surtout, d'étre ce que l'on ne tient pas a
comprendre. Cependant, Cixous, a travers cette métaphore de l'esclave et du maitre, rappelle que c'est
parce que I'homme se définit par rapport a la femme qu'il est 'homme. Cela signifie qu'il a besoin d'elle
pour vivre ce role de « maitre », de patriarche. Or, cet Autre que la femme incarne, c'est l'altérité qui se
trouve en marge du systéme phallogocentrique. Laltérité pour Cixous, c'est la chose qui n'a pas été pensée
pendant la mise en place du systéme phallogocentrique, c'est la Chose oubliée, mais qui est bien présente.
L'altérité inclut 'Autre, inclut ce qui est Autre, est ce qui est I'Autre. A travers le concept de l'altérité,
(concept ne serait peut-étre pas le bon mot) Cixous parle de l'autre comme étant en interdépendance avec
autrui. L'homme n’est donc pas celui dont la femme dépend, mais est plutét 'une des composantes de
I'opposition binaire, et pour cette raison, son existence dépend de cette interdépendance avec la femme.
De l'autre c6té de la femme-esclave, il y a cette idée de la femme positionnée sur le piédestal du
mystique et de I'incompréhensible, hors d'atteinte. Cette idée de lafemme née de 'écriture masculine, née
de lavision du phallique sur le non-phallique, du fantasme masculin, de cette femme qui ne correspond a
aucune femme mais a qui toute femme tente de ressembler, cette femme, c’est 'homme qui l'a créée a
travers ses fantasmes. Ce mythe de lafemme, Freud, psychanalyste, y contribua et le renforca en amenant
la pensée populaire a concevoir la femme comme une Chose incompréhensible, qui se soustrairait a la
science la plus assidue. C'est ainsi qu'il justifie la non-compréhension de la sexualité de la femme: « Nous
connaissons moins bien la vie sexuelle de la petite fille que celle du petit gargon. N'en ayons pas trop
honte: la vie sexuelle de la femme adulte est encore un Continent noir (dark continent) pour la
psychologie®® ». Cette phrase, utilisée par Freud, vise & entrainer une déculpabilisation face au fait que la
science ne comprend pas encore la sexualité féminine, et par extension, la féminité. Cette métaphore qui
mystifie les femmes, Cixous la reprend pour lui répondre: «Le “Continent noir” n'est ni noir ni
inexplorable: il nest encore inexploré que parce qu'on nous a fait croire qu'il était trop noir pour étre

explorable®*®

». Cette critique sévere a I'égard des propos du psychanalyste vise non seulement a dénoncer
la lacheté des scientifiques qui, désintéressés a comprendre le corps de lafemme l'identifiérent au mystére

indémystifiable, mais elle donne aussi une réponse qui vise a redonner au « noir » sa valeur, transformant

8%41bid., p. 128.

845Sigmund Freud, « Psychanalyse et médecine » ou « La question de 1’analyse profane », édition électronique
réalisée par Jean-Marie Tremblay, Adresse URL:
http://classiques.uqac.ca/classiques/freud sigmund/psychanalyse et medecine /
psychanalyse et medecine.pdf

846Catherine Clément et Héléne Cixous, La jeune née, Paris, Union générale d’Editions, 10/18, série Féminin
Futur, 1975, p. 125.
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son association a l'incertitude et la peur, au charme etala complexité847. Cette réponse de Cixous trouvera
dailleurs un champs de bataille plus large que le simple combat de cette opposition entre masculin et
féminin puisque le « noir » est aussi un terme abondamment employé dans les propos racistes et a été
associé non-seulement aux femmes, en tant qu'étres mystiques et incompréhensibles, mais aussi comme
argument justifiant la hiérarchisation élevant les « blancs » au-dessus des ethnies ayant la peau plus
foncée, la peau « noire®*® », combat que Cixous ne laissera pas de c6té.

Elle s'attardera longuement sur cette logique binaire, ces oppositions qui dégradent et rabaissent
lafemme, tichant de les déconstruire a lafagon derridienne, c’est-a-dire, en démontrant l'interdépendance
existant au cceur de chaque terme binaire, révélant e fait qu'ils se construise I'un par rapport a l'autre. Dans
Qu'est-ce que la déconstruction ? Derrida définie brievement la déconstruction comme « une pensée de
I'origine des limites de la question “qu’est-ce que?” [...][La déconstruction] est une interrogation sur tout
ce qui est plus qu'une interrogation®* ». Cixous reprend donc les termes utilisés pour décrire la femme et
leur attribut une autre signification, afin de dévoiler que ces mots, choisis dans le but de rabaisser,
définissent aussi la femme dans sa plus grande splendeur. Si 'homme est I'Un, en ce cas il reste pris dans
cette unité qui retourne sans cesse vers elle-méme. L'unité renferme 'homme dans sa « monosexualité
phallique850 », qui l'incite a refuser, a repousser, a refouler la féminité en lui. Mais malgré tout, cet homme,
cest 'homme qui se complait dans le systéme phallogocentrique. Il estimportant de nuancer ici puisque
ce ne sont pas tous les hommes que Cixous pointe du doigt. Cette redéfinition des réles masculin et
féminin ne signifie pas que Cixous veut abaisser 'homme sous la femme, dailleurs, son grand ami et plus
grand lecteur, Jacques Derrida, sera I'un de ces hommes qui, justement, tentera d'accepter en lui-méme
cette présence de lautre, de lautre sexe, du féminin donc. Non seulement il acceptera cette présence de
Iautre en lui, mais il la verra partout, dans tout ce qui se rapporte communément a la masculinité, méme
lorsqu’il sadresse a la plus grande entité phallique, Dieu: « le tutoiement qui sadresse a lui en moi s'adresse
alors aussi a elle en moi ; je sais que cest a une sorte de shekhina®" que je m'adresse a travers le vieil

homme barbu®>?

». Le Dieu des trois grandes religions monothéistes incarne la plus grande masculinité et
correspond a la vision que le systéme anthropomorphisme-phallocentrique a de ce qui serait la puissance

absolue: un vieil homme fort et barbu. Or, Derrida comprend que cette vision anthropomorphique-

847Laura Cremonese, Dialectique du masculin et du féminin dans 1’ceuvre d’Héléne Cixous, Paris, Didier
Erudition, 1997, p. 54.

88Catherine Clément et Héléne Cixous, La jeune née, Paris, Union générale d’Editions, 10/18, série Féminin
Futur, 1975, pp. 124-125.

849R.-P. D., « Qu’est-ce que la déconstruction? », Entretien inédit, Le Monde, N° 886, Mardi 12 octobre 2004.

80Catherine Clément et Héléne Cixous, La jeune née, Paris, Union générale d’Editions, 10/18, série Féminin
Futur, 1975, p. 157.

81Gelon Derrida: « dans la tradition juive, la schekhina, a savoir la manifestation de la présence divine, garde les
traits d’un visage féminin, et qu’il faut penser une certaine féminité du Dieu juif », Jacques Derrida,
« Fourmis », Mara Negron (dir.), Lectures de la différence sexuelle, Colloque Paris-VIII, CIPH, Editions des
femmes, Paris, 1994, p. 85.

82Jacques Derrida, « Fourmis », Mara Negron (dir.), Lectures de la différence sexuelle, Colloque Paris-VIII,
CIPH, Editions des femmes, Paris, 1994, p. 86.
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phallocentrique de Dieu prend ses racines au cceur du phallocentrisme, c'est pourquoi il tente de redonner
une voix a la féminité a l'intérieur de cette vision phallique de Dieu. La voix, oui, puisque Derrida insiste
dans plusieurs de ses ouvrages sur I'importance de laisser les voix parler, les voix masculines comme les
voix féminines, en nous et en dehors de nous, puisque toutes ces voix travaillent ensemble, s'entremélent
et parlent chaque fois qu'un « je » parle. Par cette union, il estimportant d'écouter ces voix?>3 qui désirent
parler. Ces propos visent particuliérement certains hommes masculins, au sens cixousien du terme, qui
refoulent, s'emploient a fermer la voie aux voix féminines en eux.

Tandis que I'homme est vu en tant qu'une unité qui se retourne sur elle-méme, la femme, elle, de
par son role d’étre autre devient, pour Cixous, la pluralité, celle qui va dans tous les sens, explore tout,
découvre sans cesse, Cixous la décrit par la « bisexualité®>* ». La bisexualité de la femme lui permet entre
autres choses de recevoir l'autre en elle, lui octroie ce privilege d'étre en mesure de ne pas se soustraire a
la différence mais plutdt d'accepter cette différence en soi, cette présence, qui inclue la présence de l'autre
sexe®>. |l serait possible de dire que le féminin, c'est le construit au c6té du naturel, cest le complexe au
coté du simple, c'est la pluralité au coté de l'unité, c’est l'absence au c6té de la présence, c'est I'idée d'une
non-binarité au c6té de l'idée de la binarité. C'est donc par le féminin qu'il est possible de comprendre que
I'identité, I'identité sexuelle, c'est quelque chose de construit. Le féminin permet de faire éclater la binarité,
c’est la Chose qui permet de détruire les structures phallogocentriques.

Or ce n'est pas seulement la femme dans la vie, dans le systeme ou dans |'écriture qui se positionne
selon la place de 'homme, c'est aussi I'écrivaine. La dualité se retrouve encore une fois présente dans ce
schéma de pensée, puisque l'idée, trés populaire a I'époque de De Beauvoir, selon laquelle les hommes
seraient en mesure de produire les ceuvres de grandes envergures, que ce soit les essais, en tant que textes
objectifs et neutres, ou au contraire de bons romans captivants qui sachent créer des personnages
convaincants, tant du c6té masculin que du c6té féminin. Les femmes, quant a elles, ne seraient aptes qu’a
quelques gribouillis superflus et rudimentaires, souvent limités a la subjectivité, qui reléveraient de l'ordre
du journal intime ou des lettres. Les femmes écrivaines sont critiquées et taxées de n'étre que de piétres
copies, de pales tentatives d'imitation. De Beauvoir publia d‘ailleurs quelques mots sur ce sujet, admettant
elle-méme que le talent des femmes écrivaines n'est malheureusement en rien comparable a celui des
hommes:

Les femmes ne dépassent jamais le prétexte, me disait un écrivain. C'est assez vrai. Encore toutes
émerveillées davoir recu la permission d'explorer ce monde, elles en font l'inventaire sans chercher
a en découvrir le sens. [...] Un des domaines quelles ont explorés avec le plus damour, cest

la Nature ; pour la jeune fille, pour la femme qui n‘a pas tout a fait abdiqué, la nature représente ce

853GSafaa Fathy, « D’ailleurs Derrida », citation prise a 1:00:01.

854Catherine Clément et Héléne Cixous, « Le rire de la Méduse », La jeune née, Paris, Union générale
d’Editions, 10/18, série Féminin Futur, 1975, p. 157.

85Laura Cremonese, Dialectique du masculin et du féminin dans [’ceuvre d’Héléne Cixous, Paris, Didier
Erudition, 1997, p. 55.
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que lafemme elle-méme représente pour 'homme: soi-méme et sa négation, un royaume et un lieu

d’exil ; elle est tout sous la figure de l'autre®*®.

Alors quavec De Beauvoir et ses contemporains les genres épistolaires sont dévalorisés, avec
Cixous, c'est un renversement de |'opinion qui se produit a travers I'écriture féminine. Cixous donne une
nouvelle place aux genres épistolaires, a l'autobiographie, mais aussi au journal intime et aux lettres. Elle
déconstruit cette hiérarchie qui dévalorise les genres associés au féminin, de la méme fagon qu'elle
déconstruisait les idées péjoratives associées aux mots utilisés pour décrire la femme.

Tandis quavec les écrivains de I'époque de De Beauvoir, qui reprochaient aux femmes de ne pas
savoir sortir de leur subjectivité, Cixous, elle, insiste sur le fait que c’est justement parce que les femmes
entretiennent un rapport plus grand et plus étroit avec le corps que les hommes qu'elles sont en mesure
dapporter un regard nouveau. Les genres épistolaires sont reconnus pour étre traversés par l'oralité, au
sens des discours transmis oralement, par la voix. C'était dailleurs I'un des motifs utilisés pour les
dévalorisés. Cixous, encore une fois, apporte sa propre définition de l'oralité. Relancant Derrida sur les
voix qui nous transcendent, Cixous affirme que nous sommes tous traversés, en tant qu’étant un « je » par
la voix de lautre et par d'autres voix aussi qui sont en nous, insistant sur le fait que la femme « parle une

u . . PO . 7857
langue a mille langues, qui ne connait ni le mur ni la mort

». Elle insiste beaucoup dans son écriture
sur le rapport privilégié entre la mére et la fille, qui se veut en ce sens, étre aussi, par le fait méme, une
critique des théories de I'enfance (plus précisément sur le complexe d'cedipe de la jeune fille) avancées par
Freud. Elle met l'accent sur le chant et la voix de la mére, qui est la premiére chose entendue mais qui
traverse et fait partie de la fille, permettant ainsi a la femme qu'elle devient de connaitre une plus grande
liberté dans son écriture, liberté qui se veut alimentée par sa langue plus révolutionnaire que I'homme,

858, L'encre blanche, cest la

puisquelle ne saurait étre codifiée: «[la femme] écrit a I'encre blanche
métaphore de I'écrivaine qui se nourrit du lait de sa meére. Métaphore qui améne bien le deuxieme sens
du mot «oralité » pour Cixous puisqu’en effet, pour elle, l'oralité doit s'entendre a la fois au sens de la voix,
mais aussi comme les choses de l'ordre de la consommation, du go(it, de ce qui touche les lévres. Le
toucher en général sera tres présent dans I'ensemble de son ceuvre et plus particulierement dans son texte

Savoir: « Savoir pourrait se lire comme un poéme du toucher®®». Tout se rapporte au corps avec Cixous,

méme les concepts abstraits tel que l'amour: « La continuité de sa chair et de la chair du monde, le toucher

8%6Merete Stistrup Jensen, « La notion de nature dans les théories de 1’ « écriture féminine », Clio. Femmes,
Genre, Histoire [En ligne], 11 | 2000, En ligne depuis le 09 novembre 2007. URL:
https://journals.openedition.org/clio/218

87Laura Cremonese, Dialectique du masculin et du féminin dans [’ceuvre d’Héléne Cixous, Paris, Didier
Erudition, 1997, p. 56.

88 aura Cremonese, Dialectique du masculin et du féminin dans 1’ceuvre d’Héléne Cixous, Paris, Didier
Erudition, 1997, p. 56.

89Jacques Derrida, « Un ver a soie », Voiles, Paris, Galilée, 1998, p. 37.
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donc, c'était 'amour, et 1a était le miracle, la donation®? ». Si elle insiste sur I'apport révolutionnaire des
femmes par I'écriture féminine, Cixous insiste aussi sur le fait que les hommes aussi, peuvent y accéder,
cette écriture révolutionnaire. Ces auteurs sont des écrivains capables damour et justement, |écriture

féminine, cest d'abord et avant tout un mode de pensée dirigé vers l'amour, l'amour de l'autre.

La différence sexuelle i travers Cixous et Derrida, entre lecture et écriture.

Hélene Cixous et Jacques Derrida ont été, pendant plusieurs années, lecteur l'un de lautre, se
contre-signant d'un texte a l'autre, a travers les textes, méme entre les textes, dans cet entre indéfinissable
mais vu, indécodable, pourtant lisible. Laissant chacun derriére eux des marques, volontaires et
involontaires, sur la différence sexuelle, par leur différence sexuelle et a travers leur différence sexuelle
dans|'écriture comme dans la lecture. C'est une relation rare, voir unique, qui réunit sous une méme forme,
soit celle de I'écriture, deux penseurs aussi talentueux qu'Héléne Cixous et Jacques Derrida. Ces deux
auteurs ont abondamment écrit sur la différence sexuelle suivant un but commun, celui de faire imploser,
par I'entremise de |'écriture, le phallogocentrisme.

L'écriture est, en effet, considérée par Derrida comme le seul lieu transcendant toutes limites: « Le
langage, par sa structure différentielle, interdit toute logique continuitiste et toute intuitionnisme
métaphysique. En ce sens, on ne peut parler d’écriture féminine ou masculine®' ». Une écriture qui ne
serait ni féminine ni masculine signifie que I'écriture ne serait pas une écriture qui serait jugée, avant la
lecture méme par son lecteur, selon le sexe de l'individu qui en est l'auteur. C'est en ce sens que Derrida
insiste sur le fait qu'il est essentiel que le sexe d'un individu cesse d'étre un enjeu avant I'événement de
I'acte de lecture: « Dans la polémique, on se fie trop aux identités sexuelles supposées des signaltaires862 ».
Cependant, une nuance est de mise, puisque les mémes termes ont été employés par les deux auteurs
pour expliquer certaines tendances prises dans I'écriture (I'écriture féminine au sens cixousien du terme).
Derrida critique donc les jugements discriminatoires sur un texte en raison du sexe de son auteur. En fait,
chaque auteur, peu importe son sexe, peut participer a I'écriture féminine comme il peut participer a
I'écriture masculine. Justement, ce que la grande majorité des textes d'Hélene Cixous et Jacques Derrida
illustrent, c’est qu'une femme aussi bien qu'un homme peut participer a l'écriture de leur choix: a cette
écriture féminine qui tente cette révolution, cette traversée et cette séparation-réparation davec le
systeme phallogocentrique, tout comme une femme aussi bien qu'un homme peut rester pris a l'intérieur

des structures phallogocentriques et ainsi participer a 'écriture masculine: « [Cixous] déclare que dans

860H¢lene Cixous, « Savoir », Voiles, Paris, Galilée, 1998, p. 16.

861Claude Lévesque, Par-dela le masculin et le féminin, Paris, Aubier, 2002, p. 205.

862Jacques Derrida, « Cette étrange institution qu’on appelle la littérature », Ph. Romanski et T. Dutoit (dir.),
Derrida d’ici, Derrida de la, Paris, Galilée, 2009, p. 277.
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toute la littérature francaise du XX° siécle elle na vu “inscrire de la féminité que par Colette, Marguerite
Duras... et Jean Genet %% ».

Ce qu'Hélene Cixous et Jacques Derrida entreprendront dans leur texte sur la différence sexuelle,
c'est une tentative d’abolition de |'écriture hétérosexuelle. Une abolition de I'écriture hétérosexuelle, d'une
part en participant a la méme écriture, lautobiographie, malgré leur différence de sexe, et d'autre part en
démontrant tous les lieux communs ot leurs écritures s'entrecroisent, se chevauche, se contresignent, et
ce a travers leur différence sexuelle, en dépit de cette différence qui pourtant, supposément, les sépare.
Leur texte incarne donc 'abolition de I'écriture hétérosexuelle par la différence sexuelle, par sa différence
sexuelle. C'est donc par son sexe, qui est le centre de sa différence, qui est la preuve de sa différence, que
Derrida entrera dans cette écriture de la différence sexuelle. Son sexe, qui fut des son jeune dge meurtri,
coupé, mutilé contre son gré, et dont il parle abondamment dans chacun de ses textes, principalement
dans Circonfession®®?. Sa circoncision qui fut un événement hors de son contrdle, hors de sa volonté. Sa

principale question qui fut celle au cceur du cercle infernal: « Qui m'a fait ¢a ?%°

» par laquelle il dévoile
toutes ses autres questions qui demeurent sans réponse pour [ui. Cette question, qui cherche en un sens
a trouver un coupable, révéle aussi l'aveuglement dans lequel Derrida se trouvait a ce moment de sa vie,
lorsqu’il n'a pas pu voir ce qui se passait, ce que I'on faisait a son corps. Cet aveuglement, Cixous le remet
en évidence, dans sa lecture de la différence sexuelle. Aveuglement, aveuglé, ne pas voir, c'est une situation
dans laquelle Cixous peut aisément se projeter puisque l'aveuglement est un état dans lequel elle fut
plongée pendant de nombreuses années: « Elle était née avec le voile dans I'ceil. [...] Elle était née avec le
voile dans I'ame®®®». Il y a doncici un rapprochement, un premier lieu commun dans la différence sexuelle
qui les sépare. Tous les deux ont vécus un événement marquant, qui leur permet de comprendre
I'événement de I'Autre. Derrida comprend l'aveuglement dans lequel Cixous était plongé a travers
I'événement de sa propre circoncision tout comme, inversement, Cixous est a méme de comprendre les

|867 », une

réactions de Derrida face a sa circoncision puisqu'elle-méme a vécu avec sa « chirurgie de I'cei
circoncision, une circoncision dans I'ceil, alors méme qu'elle était aveugle, dans l'incapacité de voir. Ce
rapprochement entre les deux, oui, entre les deux auteurs mais aussi entre les deux personnes, entre les
deux vies, entre les deux événements, entre les deux textes, entre les deux sexes n'est ni leur premier ni
leur dernier puisque des rapprochements, des lieux communs de pensée, se trouvent dans tous ce qui les

rapproche comme dans tout ce qui les sépare, de l'intérieur d'un méme livre, d'une méme idée, d'une

méme phrase, voir, d'un méme mot.

83Laura Cremonese, Dialectique du masculin et du féminin dans [’ceuvre d’Héléne Cixous, Paris, Didier
Erudition, 1997, p. 58.

84Jacques Derrida, « Circonfession », dans Jacques Derrida, avec Geoffrey Bennington, Paris, Editions du
Seuil, coll. « Les Contemporains », 1991 ; rééd., Seuil, 2008.

865H¢lene Cixous, « Contes de la différence sexuelle », Mara Negron (dir.), Lectures de la différence sexuelle,
Colloque Paris-VIII, CIPH, Editions des femmes, Paris, 1994, p. 43.

866 Hélene Cixous, « Savoir », Voiles, Paris, Galilée, 1998, p. 14.

87Jacques Derrida, « Un ver a soi », Voiles, Paris, Galilée, 1998, p. 36.
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Cette différence sexuelle est donc posée par les deux auteurs comme dispositif de lecture, d'une
part malgré eux, puisqu'ils ont un sexe qui leur est imposé, d'autre part aussi par choix, se servant de ce
dispositif dans le but de briser cette hétérosexualité, cette dualité, cette binarité qui oppose
continuellement un terme a lautre. Utiliser la différence sexuelle comme dispositif de lecture, oui, puisque
cette différence sexuelle ne saurait que se lire, selon Derrida, par la différence sexuelle elle-méme: « c'est

t%%8 ». La lecture de la différence sexuelle est donc

toujours un elle ou un il qui la [différence sexuelle] i
sexuée doublement. Cette différence, par ce double réle d’étre a la fois lue et lisante, est toujours a la fois
elle-méme et l'autre. L'acte de lecture de la personne qui lit, de la personne sexuée, est aussi un acte
d’écriture, puisque chaque fois que l'on lit, on écrit. Cet acte de lecture inscrit toujours aussi la présence de

l'autre puisque, comme le dit Derrida, « cet acte prend acte®®®

». En ce sens, puisque l'acte prend acte de lui-
méme a chaque fois qu'il est acte, il reste dans le présent, ne tombe jamais dans le passé, puisque chaque
fois qu'on lit, c'est l'indicatif présent qui prend acte justement. Cet événement, cet acte qui prend acte
continuellement, a chaque fois dans le présent, vient faire un paralléle avec 'acte de mémoire de Cixous.
Cet acte de mémoire qui, tout comme lacte de lecture, prend toujours conscience en soi de la présence de
l'autre.

La différence sexuelle est donc un dispositif de lecture et est toujours a la fois elle et l'autre sans
nécessairement le dire. La différence sexuelle devrait donc peut-étre toujours étre une différance avec un
a puisque la différence sexuelle est invisible, mais tout de méme pergue. Elle peut étre décrite a tout le
moins comme l'entre quelque chose, elle differe et est différence en méme temps, elle est en continuelle
mouvance, comme une venue sans origine, quelque chose d'insaisissable et d'indéfinissable, mais qui
cependant engendre, engendre toujours lautre. Or, c’est le propre de la différance avec un « a » d'effacer
et demporter la différence entre des termes, de comprendre quaucun terme ne consiste par lui-méme®”°
mais existe plutot de par sa relation avec les autres termes, existe de cette corrélation entre tous les termes.
En ce sens, la différence sexuelle est bien une différance sexuelle puisqu'elle affirme toujours, elle fait
subsister, naitre, apparaitre cette éternelle opposition entre un terme et lui-méme, en son nom-méme mais
aussi dans la signification qui lui est propre.

Selon Derrida, la différence sexuelle est de I'ordre a la fois du lisible et de l'invisible, quelque chose
qui nécessite un déchiffrage continu, une problématique qui ne saurait étre résolue, un secret donc de
I'ordre de I'éternel. Il insistera longtemps, dans son texte Fourmis, sur les particularités qu'a cette différence
des sexes d'étre a la fois quelque chose de connu mais de non comprenable. Fourmis est avant tout autre
chose l'une des plus grandes contre-signatures des textes de Cixous (Excepté peut-étre H.C. pour la vie,

clest-a-dire...), mais elle commence, elle se nourrit, originairement d'un réve que Cixous lui avait partagé

868Jacques Derrida, « Fourmis », Mara Negron (dir.), Lectures de la différence sexuelle, Colloque Paris-VIII,
CIPH, Editions des femmes, Paris, 1994, p. 86.

897pid., p. 89.

80Jean-Luc Nancy, « La différance, ici et maintenant », Le Magazine Littéraire, Paris, N° 498, 2000, p. 67.
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au téléphone: « Cette fable m'a été donnée, comme un mot, par le réve téléphoné d'Hélene®'». Ce réve
fut, contrairement a la majorité des choses du monde, réellement donné, puisque comme Derrida le
mentionne, Cixous lui raconta son réve, lui donna son réve sans savoir qu'il lui servirait, qu'il animerait
quelque chose en lui. Fourmis, c'est donc non seulement un texte sur la différence sexuelle, mais c'est aussi
une contre-signature, par Derrida, du réve de Cixous. Et donc, c’est un discours sur ce jeu qui fait parti de
la différence sexuelle, sur ce jeu entre séparation et réparation. Cest de I'ordre de la question qui restera et
doit, en un certain sens, rester sans réponse, puisque cest la le jeu continuel qui entoure la différence
sexuelle, le jeu du secret a déchiffrer, de l'entre-secret qu'il faut décoder, mais qui pourtant reste et
demeure indéchiffrable. En ce sens, la différence sexuelle a un lien dappartenance unique avec le secret,
qui futillustré dans Voiles par les deux auteurs. Ce voile qui empéche de voir, et en méme temps d'étre vu.
Ce voile qui se pose sur tout, qui nous donne quelque chose a voir sans que I'on sache vraimentsi la chose
quise cache en dessous estréelle. Ce voile a travers et grace auquel ils joueront devant nos yeux de lecteurs
ce jeu de ladifférence sexuelle. Ce voile qui leur permettra de métaphoriser cette notion, qui leur permettra
de jouer, non-seulement avec le sens des mots, ni juste avec la phonétique, mais avec la lettre elle-méme:
voile, voiler, dé-voiler, dévoilement, vol, savoir, ver. Déconstruction des mots, déconstruction des
concepts, déconstruction de la pensée binaire, tentative de se rapprocher le plus possible, de toucher
presque a ce voile intouchable. Voila leur tentative. Ce voile, c’est le secret qui dissimule et qui est lui-
méme dissimulé. Le voile qui recouvre cette différence sexuelle qui est a la fois lisible et invisible. Lisible
puisquelle ne s'offre qu’a la lecture, invisible parce qu'elle est hors de la portée de la vision. Ce secret qui
demeure par ce voile éternel, ne saurait étre soulevé ; on ne saura jamais ce qu'est la différence sexuelle.
Clest ce qui fait qu'elle reléve plutdt du témoignage que de la connaissance. Témoigner de la différence
sexuelle engage a donner son opinion, a partager sa croyance, la croyance par rapport a soi et par rapport
a l'autre®? « La différence sexuelle, nous nous demanderons toujours ... Mais cest ¢a, la différence
sexuelle, si elle a quelque chose a voir dans cette situation: se demander. ®”> ». Puisque nous ne pouvons
que s'en tenir a cela, demander, continuons de le faire alors, demandons sans arrét, interloquons l'autre,
dans notre prétention au savoir, a un savoir intouchable.

Se demander, oui. Remettre en question, questionner la justification, la véracité de nos
justifications, voila ce que nous devons faire puisque la différence sexuelle, il ne faut tout de méme pas
I'oublier, reste et demeure un concept qui résume bien la binarité de la logique phallogocentrique et qui
estde plus l'origine de la hiérarchisation qui sépare deux termes: le masculin et le féminin. Penser plus loin

la différence sexuelle, la lire puisqu'on ne peut la voir, c'est ce que Derrida nous enjoint a faire, la penser

87 Jacques Derrida, « Fourmis », Mara Negron (dir.), Lectures de la différence sexuelle, Colloque Paris-VIII,
CIPH, Editions des femmes, Paris, 1994, p- 73.

872Jacques Derrida, « Fourmis », Mara Negron (dir.), Lectures de la différence sexuelle, Colloque Paris-VIII,
CIPH, Editions des femmes, Paris, 1994, p. 95.

873Jacques Derrida, « Fourmis », Mara Negron (dir.), Lectures de la différence sexuelle, Colloque Paris-VIII,
CIPH, Editions des femmes, Paris, 1994, p. 100.
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dans lalecture comme dans I'écriture, dans ces substituts a la parole. Pousser la différence sexuelle jusqu’a
ce qu'elle ne veule plus signifier qu'une binarité, qu'elle donne a la réflexion un éventail de possibilités.
C'est ce vers quoi Derrida nous guide subtilement ; déconstruire la différence sexuelle pour mieux la
comprendre. De nos jours, la différence sexuelle n'est plus vraiment la question, puisque nous faisons
désormais face aux différences sexuelles, au pluriel, ala Queer Theory qui promeut une transgression du
’ LY . . . 7
genre au sens d'un effacement des frontiéres, ce qui en un sens, pourrait-on dire, est une conséquence de
I'événement de la déconstruction de la différence sexuelle, et, comme dirait Derrida, on ne fait pas la

destruction, elle arrive, non, elle est |a.
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